


Performance-Based 
Reimbursement Rate Increase

·Section 201: Compliance/Certification for New 
School Meal Patterns

·)ÎÔÅÎÔȡ &ÁÃÉÌÉÔÁÔÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȭ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 
meal requirements that are aligned with the 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans.
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Meal Pattern Overview

·Requires USDA to publish a proposed rule to 
update the School Meals Nutrition Standards 
within 18 months of enactment

·Requires a final rule within 18 months of the 
proposal
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Meal Pattern Implementation
·Proposed Rule: Nutrition Standards in the 

National School Lunch and School Breakfast 
Programs
üJanuary 13, 2011; Federal Register (76 FR 2494); 

üSubmit public comments: www.regulations.gov

ü90-day comment period: 1/13/11 to 4/13/11

·USDA webinar on proposed rule
ühttp://www.fns.usda.gov/multimedia/Webinars/Propos

ed_Rule_SessionNoQA_011911.wmv
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Meal Pattern Timeline

·Analyze public comments on proposed rule ɀ
Spring 2011

·Implementing rule Fall 2011/Winter 2012
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Fluid Milk

·Section 202: Fluid Milk

·Intent:  Increase nutrition of fluid milk served in 
schools
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Fluid Milk Overview

·Requires schools to offer a variety of fluid milk 
consistent with the Dietary Guidelines

·Schools can serve fat-free (unflavored or flavored) 
and unflavored low-fat milk only
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Fluid Milk Implementation

·Included in Proposed Rule: Nutrition Standards 
in the National School Lunch and School 
Breakfast Programs

üJanuary 13, 2011; Federal Register (76 FR 2494); 

üSubmit public comments: www.regulations.gov

ü90-day comment period: 1/13/11 to 4/13/11
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Fluid Milk Timeline

·Implementation memo Spring 2011

·Implementing rule Fall 2011/Winter 2012
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Certification of Compliance 
with Meal Pattern Requirements

·Section 201: Certification of compliance with new 
meal patterns.

·Intent:  Provides standards for State agencies to 
certify that schools are in compliance with new 
meal pattern regulation and eligible for an 
additional 6 cents per lunch
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Compliance Overview
·Schools certified in compliance with 

the interim/final regulations will be 
eligible to receive an additional 6 cents 
per lunch

·Rule will establish standards that State 
Agencies will use to certify schools 
that are eligible to receive the rate 
increase
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Compliance Implementation 
·Reimbursement rate increase is effective the later 

of:

ü 10/1/12 or

üPublication of the implementing

regulations for school meals

·Funding for State agency implementation 
available for 2 years beginning the fiscal year of 
publication of the implementing regulations for 
school meals

·$50 million each year for 2 years
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Compliance Timeline

·Proposed Rule in Spring 2012

·Implementation memo on State certification of 
schools  Spring 2012

·Funding allocation memo for State agencies 
Spring 2012

·Interim or Final Rule in Spring 2014
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Reporting and Notification of School 
Performance

·Section 207: Reporting and Notification of School 
Performance

·Intent: Improve reporting practices and increase 
transparency 
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Reporting of School Performance Overview 

·Requires USDA to consolidate the Coordinated 
Review Effort (CRE) and School Meal Initiative 
(SMI) monitoring systems

·Requires States to review all SFAs on a 3 year cycle 
(current cycle is 5 years)

·Requires schools to post review final findings and 
make findings available to the public

153/25/2011 Cindy Long USDA /LAC March 7th



Equity in School Lunch Pricing 

·Section 205: Equity in School Lunch Pricing

·Intent:  To ensure that sufficient funds are 

provided to the food service account for  paid 

lunches
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Paid Meal Equity Overview 
·School food authorities compare the average price 

for paid lunches to the difference between the per 
meal Federal reimbursement for free and paid 
lunches

·For SY 2011-άΪΫάȟ ÉÆ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙȭÓ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ 
price of paid lunches is $2.46 or more, it is in 
compliance 

·Other school food authorities must determine 
how they want to meet the requirement 
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Increasing revenue for paid lunches 
·)Æ Á ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙȭÓ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÐÒÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ 

lunches is less than the difference  between 
reimbursements, it must increase the price by 2% 
plus inflation by either

üIncreasing the price charged to children OR

üAdding non-Federal funds to the food service account 

·Any price increase may beɂ

üRounded down to the nearest 5 cents

üLimited to a maximum of 10 cents
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Impact on families
·If the SFA meets the requirement through a price 

increase, the provisions allowing rounding down 
and setting the maximum required increase 
minimize the impact on families 

· The maximum required annual increase per child 
would be about $20

·May instead use non-Federal sources to provide 
the required revenue
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Reporting Prices of Paid Lunches

·Beginning in School Year 2011-2012, school food 
authorities must report their paid lunch prices to 
FNS through their State agency

·FNS must publish these prices 
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Paid Meal Equity Implementation

·Fact Sheet issued in March 2011  

·Interim rule Spring 2011

·We understand that SFAs are currently setting 
paid lunch prices.  They should keep this 
provision in mind while going through this 
process.
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Paid Meal Equity Timeline
·Effective July 1, 2011 

·Interim rule publication in Spring 2011

üWill be accepting comments

·Supporting guidance in Spring 2011 

üWill include reporting requirements for paid lunch 
prices

·All school food authorities must base prices for 
School Year 2011-2012 on these requirements 
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Revenue from Nonprogram
Foods Sold in Schools 

·Section 206: Revenue from Nonprogram Food 

·Intent:  To ensure that sufficient funds are 

provided to the food service account for foods sold 

in schools outside of reimbursable meals 

233/25/2011 Cindy Long USDA /LAC March 7th



Nonprogram Foods

·Food sold outside of program meals

·Purchased with funds from the school food 
service account

·Includes competitive foods as currently provided 
in regulations
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Nonprogram Foods Overview

·A school food authority must ensure that the 
overall revenue from nonprogram foods is 
proportional to the cost of obtaining these foods

·If nonprogram food is purchased with the 
nonprofit school food service account, all revenue  
must accrue back to the account
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Nonprogram Foods Implementation

·School food authorities should begin reviewing 
the cost of obtaining any nonprogram foods sold 
in relation to the revenue generated by their sale
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Nonprogram Foods Timeline

·Effective July 1, 2011 

·Interim rule Spring 2011  

ü Will be accepting comments   
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All Foods Sold in Schools  
(Competitive Foods)

·Section 208:  establish science-
based nutrition standards for all 
foods sold outside of the school 
meal programs on the campus of 
schools during the school day.

·Intent: all foods and beverages sold 
during the school day must support 
a healthy diet as defined by the 
Dietary Guidelines  
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All Foods Overview

·Consistent with the 2010 Dietary 
Guidelines

·Considerations:

ü authoritative scientific recommendations

ü existing State, local, and other standards

ü practical application

ü special exemptions for infrequent school-
sponsored fundraisers
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All Foods Timeline 

·December 2011: 
Proposed Rule Published 

·Summer 2013:           
Final Rule Published
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Water

·Section 203:  schools must make free potable 
water available to children for consumption, as 
nutritionally appropriate,  in the place where 
meals are served during meal service

·Intent: plain potable water should be available to 
children free of charge where and when  meals are 
served 
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Water Timeline 

·Spring 2011: 
Implementation Memo

·December 2011: 
Proposed Rule Published 

·Summer 2013:           
Final Rule Published
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Local Wellness Policies (LWP)

·Section 204: Wellness policy requirements

·Intent: Strengthen local wellness policies so they 
become useful tools in evaluating, establishing 
and maintaining healthy school environments
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LWP Overview
·Policies will include:

üGoals for nutrition, physical activity and wellness 

üGuidelines to promote health and reduce obesity

üPermission for  certain groups to participate

·Local Education Agency determine specific 
policies appropriate for their schools
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LWP Overview

·Technical Assistance and Best Practices will:

üProvide information and technical assistance on 
establishing LWPs in consultation with CDC and ED

üProvide model LWPs and best practices

·Study and Report to Congress on LWP 
Implementation, Strength and Effectiveness
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LWP Implementation 

·Implementation Memo Spring 2011

·Develop Plan with CDC and ED for 
Technical Assistance Activities Spring 2011
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LWP Timeline

·Proposed Rule Fall 2012

·Final Rule Fall 2013

·Report to Congress January 2014
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Nutrition Environment

·Section 209:  Information for the Public on the 
School Nutrition Environment

·Intent: To provide transparency to the public on 
key areas that affect the nutrition environment in 
each school
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Nutrition Environment Overview

·Local Education Agencies (LEAs) Report on the 
Nutrition Environment for all their schools 

·Provide Training and Technical Assistance  on 
Assessment and Reporting

·Information to the Public Must be Accessible and 
Easily Understood 
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Nutrition Environment Overview 
·Reporting to the Public

üFood Safety Inspections

ü Local Wellness Policies

üMeal Program Participation 

üNutrition Quality of Program 
Meals

üOther Appropriate Information
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Nutrition Environment Implementation 

·Implementation Memo Spring 2011

·Develop Plan with CDC and ED for Technical 
Assistance Activities Spring 2011
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Nutrition Environment Timeline

·Proposed Rule Fall 2012

·Final Rule Fall 2013

·Report to Congress January 2014
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Food Safety

·Section 302: Applicability of food safety program

·Intent: Increase food safety in schools
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Food Safety Overview

·Applies the food safety requirements throughout 
the school campus where program foods are 
stored, prepared and served
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Food Safety Implementation

·Implementation guidance Spring 2011

·Final Rule Fall 2011

·Update existing HACCP guidance
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Food Safety Inspections
·Section Number 402:  Food Safety Audits and 

Reports by States

·Intent: Extends current State food safety reporting 
requirements through fiscal year 2015.

·Does not change in any way the requirement that 
schools obtain two food safety inspections each 
year.

·Implementation guidance issued January 2011
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Procurement and Processing of Food 
Service Products and Commodities 

·Section 242:  Procurement and Processing of Food 
Service Products and Commodities

·Intent:  To provide technical assistance to schools 
to assist them in obtaining and providing 
healthful foods that meet school meal standards 
and reflect the most recent Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans
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Procurement Overview

·USDA must provide State Departments of Agriculture and 
Education, school food authorities, and local processing  
entities model product specification and practices for foods 
offered in school nutrition programs to ensure that the 
foods reflect the most recent Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans 

· To the maximum extent practicable, the USDA Foods 
program will purchase the widest variety of healthful foods 
that reflect the most recent Dietary Guidelines
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Procurement Timeline
· FNS will complete the study and submit a report to Congress 

within one year of enactment of the legislation. 

· FNS is in process of identifying and working with internal 
partners, industry and schools to develop and finalize a list 
of foods that will require model product specifications.

· FDD and CND are in the process of finalizing an additional 
set of questions on this topic that we hope to disseminate 
out through our external partners.  
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Farm to School

·Section 243:  Access to Local Foods: Farm to 
School Programs

·Intent: To fund competitive grants for Farm to 
School related activities
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Farm to School Implementation 

·-ÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ 53$!ȭÓ &ÁÒÍ ÔÏ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 
Grants will be available later this year.

·5ÐÄÁÔÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÏÓÔÅÄ ÔÏ Ȱ!ÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ 'ÒÁÎÔÓȱ 
section of the USDA Farm to School website

http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S
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Full Use of Federal Funds

·Section 361:  Full Use of Federal Funds.

·Intent: Provide expectations for the use of Federal 
funds supporting the administration of programs 
authorized under the NSLA or the Child Nutrition 
Act of 1966.
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Full Use of Federal Funds Implementation 

·Effective date:  October 1, 2010. 

·All Federal/State Agreements between the Food 
and Nutrition Service (FNS) and CNP State 
agencies must be amended to reflect the addition.
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Full Use of Federal Funds Timeline

·Each State agency must sign an Addendum and 
return it to FNS no later than March 31, 2011.

·Addendum can be found in policy memo dated 
February  18, 2011, titled: Child Nutrition and WIC 
Reauthorization 2010: Section 361, Full Use of 
Federal Funds (SP 20-2011)
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NSLP Equipment Assistance

·Section 443:  Equipment Assistance Technical 
Correction

·Intent: Modifies existing legislation to allow 
schools that did NOT receive foodservice 
equipment funding under ARRA to receive FY2010 
NSLP Equipment Assistance Grants.
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