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Lela’s Lunch Lines
Thank you to each person who participated in making the 45th Annual Conference of the Mississippi
School Nutrition Association in Natchez a great success! Our executive board, executive secretary,
steering committees, and industry partners planned
each activity to educate, enthuse, and entertain all
participants. The weather and surroundings were
beautiful, and everyone had a wonderful time.
MSNA is sending five executive board members to
Washington, D.C. to represent Mississippi at the annual School Nutrition Association Legislative Action
Conference. This year’s event is most important as
we share our concerns regarding USDA’s reauthorization of funding for our children’s school meal service. Your concerns are ours, so please share your
questions and comments so that we may express
them to our legislators in our nation’s capitol.
Our MSNA Nutrition Education Conference is being
held at Lake Terrace Convention Center in Hattiesburg, MS, on Wednesday, April 15. Our featured
speaker is Nancy Rice, the State Director of the

February 2015
School Nutrition Division at the Georgia Department of Education. Nancy
is going to give us a fresh, interactive, and humorous look at Putting
the “NUT” in Nutrition. Send your
registration early as you do not want
to miss this fun event!
I encourage each of you to consider serving in a leadership role in your school district, local MSNA chapter, and Mississippi School Nutrition Association. You
play a vital role in the future of education and school
meal programs throughout the great state of Mississippi.
I extend my appreciation to each of you for your support of MSNA and for me as president of this great
association.
Lela Bynum, President
Mississippi School Nutrition Association
Save the date:
April 15, 2015 in Hattiesburg, MS.
For the MSNA Nutrition Education Seminar.

Mark Your Calendar for April 15, 2015!
MSNA 2015 Nutrition Education Seminar

Plan to send your income tax forms in early and come to Hattiesburg,
MS. Kaye Mayatt and her committee are planning a great Nutrition Education Seminar on April 15, 2015, at Lake Terrace Convention Center in
Hattiesburg, MS. Starting the session will be Nancy Rice, former SNA
President, traveling from Georgia to share “Putting the Nut in Nutrition.”
MS Star Managers will shine as they share achievements in their
schools. We are still looking for more star managers, so send in those
names of prospective stars! Following a buffet lunch, David Leathers, a
chef and a familiar face from Tupelo, who will do one of his interactive
food demos. For more information, go to page 3 and 5.
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Letters from Louise
Dear MSNA Family,
If all the flowers in the world were one color, or if there was only one type of tree, it would be boring after a while.
Beauty is found in variety – the varying types and textures, hues and shades (Morning Glory).
After reading this, several types of things may come to your mind. However, one thing that I would like to focus
on is if you are not currently serving in an elected position, please consider doing so, right now! Do it for the children in your District, for MSNA and most of all, do it for yourself. Members that are not actively involved are
needed to participate, share varying ideas, make suggestions and offer a different way of thinking and doing things.
The journey to leadership is not an overnight process. Your journey’s path may go through participation in
a Local Chapter, serving on a Conference Committee, as a Regional Director or a Committee Chair. Whatever the
path, your journey, as mine has been, will prove to be a very enlightening, educational and rewarding experience.
Speaking of leadership, the first Executive Board, Industry and Steering Committee Meetings of the year were held
in Jackson, January 21, 2015. Lela Bynum led us through a very productive business meeting. Afterwards the process of planning the 46th Annual MSNA Conference “Quality Meals: A Recipe for Quality Minds” began. Again, I
would like to express my appreciation to the Steering and Industry Advisory Members who
agreed to participate in this process. I have full confidence in your ability to guide us through
a successful conference. Thank you!
The end of this month, my journey will lead me again to Washington, D.C. and LAC.
The 2015 Position Paper has been released and includes about seven advocacy items. If you
haven’t done so, please consider attending along with us. If you are not able to make it, do
keep watch for the information on our Nutrition Education Conference, April 15, in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
Thank you again MSNA for affording me the opportunity to improve and advance myself and
the members of our great organization. It is my pleasure to serve you!
Sincerely,
Louise McPhee, MSNA President Elect
Happy Valentines’ Month from the VP.
I can’t believe we are already into February. This year is flying by and we continue to rock right along here in Petal, MS. I am looking forward to attending LAC in
Washington, D.C., the first week in March to take MS Child Nutrition concerns to our
legislators. Don’t forget to attend MSNA’s Nutrition Education Seminar.
What’s going on in the life of Danny Dillistone? Well, the New Year got off to a
roaring start. I was awarded the prestigious Administrator of the Year Award for Petal School District, elected to
the Food Distribution Committee 2015-2017, as well as continuing to serve with MSNA as Vice President. I
would like to share my Administrator of the Year Award with all of my employees. It’s a great win for all the
Child Nutrition employee’s in Petal because a good manager always knows who makes them look good! I continue to work with the President Elect to bring MSNA a great conference in November 2015.
It’s never too early to start planning for Summer Feeding. So get to it! I have already sent a letter to Vacation Bible Schools; have manager slots filled and looking to fill our worker slots. I’m ahead of the curve this
year. For all of those in the MSNA Pine Belt Chapter plan on an April meeting to be announced. For you Administrators in the area our SMCNAA is February 27th.
Y’all have a great rest of the year!
Danny Dillistone, MSNA Vice-President
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MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL NUTRITION ASSOCIATION
NUTRITION EDUCATION SEMINAR

\

Lake Terrace Convention Center
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
April 15, 2015
Step One: Please Complete Name and Address information in Type or Print.
__________________________________________________________________________________
First Name
Initial
Last Name
SNA Member Number
__________________________________________________________________________________
District and/or School Name
Business Phone #
e-mail Address
__________________________________________________________________________________
District and/or School Address
City
Zip Code
Phone Number

Registration is from 8:00 – 9:00 AM on Wednesday, April 15, 2015.
Registration will include Lunch. The Seminar will be from 9 AM to 3:30 PM on Wednesday, April 15, 2015,
lunch served at noon.

Step Two: Select from the Options Below:
Category:

Manager, Site Staff
Central Office Staff
Director or Supervisor
State Office Personnel
Industry Member
Other

____
Registration Fees:
____
MSNA Member $85 ______
____
Non-Member $95 ______
____
____
____
Total Enclosed $________
No on-site registration

____________________________________________________________
Registrant’s Signature
Date

Step Three:

Send Completed form and Check payable to MSNA to:
(Deadline is April 8, 2015)
(May be faxed with PO to 601-510-0034)

Mississippi School Nutrition Association
Doris J. Schneider, RD
6 Dove Way Circle
Clinton, MS 39056

Questions: Phone 601-924-9901, or e-mail to: ms-sna@bellsouth.net
The Lake Terrace Convention Center is located close to the intersection of I-59 and Highway 49 in Hattiesburg, MS. The
address is One Convention Center Plaza, Hattiesburg, MS, 39101.
A block of hotel rooms have been reserved at the Holiday Inn at 10 Gateway Drive, Hattiesburg, MS, just off I-59 and
Highway 59. The rate is $87.00 per night. Call the Holiday Inn Reservations Department at 1-601-296-0302, by April
1, 2015, and ask for the block of rooms, group code, MSA, reserved for Mississippi School Nutrition Association.
A tax-exempt letter for your district must be provided to be exempt from paying for taxes. More information and directions can be found at: www.IHG.com/hattieburgms
Refund Policy:
Refund request must be made in writing to the Executive Secretary and postmarked on or before the printed deadline date. Ful l refund less $25 administrative fee due on cancellations received on or before the printed deadline. No refunds granted fourteen days prior to the seminar beginning
date deadline. Refunds for special circumstances, death or illness, after the closing date will be considered by the MSNA Ex ecutive Board. Appropriate
documentation will be required. No refunds will be made for no-shows.
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MSNA
Nutrition Education Seminar
Nutrition for the Team
April 15, 2015
Put that tax return in the mail and come to Hattiesburg to the Lake Terrace Convention Center
for the annual MSNA Nutrition Education Conference. Spring is coming so mark April 15 on
your calendar. Lake Terrace Convention Center is located in a beautiful setting off Highway 49
at I-59 in Hattiesburg, MS. Information about Lake Terrace Convention Center can be found at
www.laketerrace.com. The address is One Convention Center, Hattiesburg, MS 39401, 601286-3220. Registration will be from 8 to 9 AM so be on time for the beginning at 9 AM.
First on the agenda is Nancy Rice, former SNA president, who will present “Putting the Nut in
Nutrition.” It will be great to have Nancy here in Mississippi. Sharing sessions featuring Mississippi Star managers will complete the morning. A buffet lunch will be served.
The afternoon session will start with David Leathers. David is a chef from Tupelo and has
shared his knowledge with us before. Look forward to an interactive food demo. As always
we will feature updates from MDE-OCN on various topics. The session will end with two exciting videos from districts and of course, DOOR PRIZES!!
Mark your calendar and get ready to be enlightened and motivated. See you in Hattiesburg!
A block of hotel rooms have been reserved at the Holiday Inn in Hattiesburg, MS, at 10 Gateway Drive, just off I-59. The rate is $87.00 per night plus taxes. Call the Holiday Inn Reservations Department at 1-662-296-0302, by April 1, 2015, and ask for the block of rooms, group
code, MSA, reserved for Mississippi School Nutrition Association. A tax -exempt letter for
your district must be provided to be exempt from paying
for
taxes. More information and directions can be found at:
www.IHG.com/hattieburgms
Kaye Mayatt
The registration form is on Page 3.
Questions? Contact Doris at 601-924-9901 or
e-mail: ms-sna@bellsouth.net
MSNA Feeding Mississippi's Future
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Boost Breakfast Participation with NSBW!
National School Breakfast Week (NSBW)
begins March 2nd. Celebrate in your district with a perfect promotion – SNA’s
free downloadable logos, tools, and
templates make it easier than ever! Get
started at www.schoolnutrition.org/
NSBW.
LAST CALL: Nominate Someone You Admire for a SNA Award
Are you inspired by your school nutrition colleagues, friends,
and mentors? Nominate someone you admire online today for
a SNA Award! Awards include:
Employee of the Year
Manager of the Year
Director of the Year
Nominations are due online or to the State President by
March 1, 2015. Find out more and submit your nomination at
www.schoolnutrition.org/SNAawards
The application can be submitted online and will be forwarded
to Lela Bynum, MSNA President. Printed applications may be
completed and sent to Lela at lbynum@laurelschools.org
MSNA Executive Board Makes Changes to the Mississippi
Manager of the Year Award!!!!
The MSNA Executive Board voted to make changes to the Mississippi Manager of the Year Award, formerly the Louise Sublette Award. The Mississippi Manger of the Year Award recognizes school nutrition mangers for contributions they have
made throughout school nutrition. Starting in 2016, the winning MSNA Manager will receive an all-expense paid trip to
the SNA Annual Conference. This includes registration, airline
fare, hotel room, and other expenses as meals, shuttle, etc.
The MSNA Manager of the Year will attend the ANC Awards
Session to receive the SNA Award.
The criteria for this award will be same as the SNA criteria in
that the SNA Application must be completed, the manager
must be a current MSNA and SNA Member and a current SNA
Certified Member, and the form must be submitted by February 1 of each year. SNA has made changes to the award process and the criteria can be found at
www.schoolnutrition.org/SNAawards The four areas that will
be judged are: cafeteria environment, management and staff
development, SNA involvement, and community outreach.

Please Support and Thank Our
Sustaining Industry
Members!!!!
Chuck Ainsworth, SFSPac, Inc.
Tim Simmons, The Wallin Group
Alston Sory, Marketing Agents South
Curtis Shelton, Marketing Agents South
Corey Ainsworth, Winston Industries
Duane Griffin, TEMCO
Tammie Myrick, Luvel Dairies/Prairie
Farms
Matt Hensen, PMR
Johnny Maxcy, PMR
Teri Brewer, Thermo Kool
Wanda McDowell, Super Bakery
Sylvia Forbes, Merchants Company
Buddy Todd,
Trident Beverage/Juice Alive
Charles Strong, Strong Solutions
Bill Wolfe, Hotel & Restaurant Supply
Dave Grover, Grover Brothers Equipment
Bruce Wright, BakeCrafters
Tim Whitey, Young Equipment Solutions, Inc.
Andrea McClellan, M & B Products
Lisa Brock, Heartland School Solutions
Louis Crumbley, Crumbley Paper and
Foodservice
Marshall Wolfe, Pro-Quip Products
Wayne Jacobs, HumiTec Corporation
Liz Roesel, Meals Plus
John Flynn, Advantage Waypoint
Dr. Malcom Broome, MS Peanut Growers
Teresa Pursiful, Advance Pierre
Mary Ryan, Heartland School Systems
Anne Travis, Bower Foundation
David Hardy, Interior Elements
Matt Taylor, M&B Products
Vern Barker, B&G Distributing
Cindy Elder, Mississippi Power Company
See Sponsor List on the Back Page!
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State Agency Update:

Beginning in the summer of 2015, the Office of Child Nutrition (OCN) will implement a new recertification process for currently certified School Foodservice Administrators (SFSAs) and Program
Managers. In our efforts to incorporate more current and relevant training, recertification training
for all currently certified administrators and managers will be required annually. We are pleased to
announce that the Office of Child Nutrition will provide recertification training; there will be no cost
for registration fees to districts and other participating organizations this year.
Classes will be held during June and July for Program Managers. Remember, all program managers
must attend. Watch your inbox for details that will be sent once dates and locations have been finalized. OCN State Conference will provide recertification hours for Administrators (be sure to “save
the date” for July 8 & 9).
Initial certification requirements for new SFSAs and program managers will remain the same.
Annual training for the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) is scheduled for March 18, 2015.
Registration information with more specific details regarding the times and location will be sent prior to the training date.
State Agency Retirees:
Sharon Miller
Claims & Finance Division (32 years of state service): January 30, 2015
Eric Gamble
School Support Division (32 years of state service): January 30, 2015
Lenora Phillips
Child and Adult Care Food Program (27 years of state service): February 28, 2015

2015 Mississippi Legislative Report
The 2015 Legislative Session is fully underway with only 48 days left until the legislators complete
their work. This session is different in that it is an "election year" session and all legislators and
statewide elected officials will be running for re-election.
As we as a society become more aware of healthy meal
choices, issues about healthy foods always "crop" up at the
Capitol. This year we saw an effort to list the nutritional values of every food item we serve. We are already required to
do this, so that measure was not passed. In another example, there was a request made of us to draft an amendment
that would require all schools to prepare complete glutenfree meals. A legislator had a constituent who was severely
allergic to foods with gluten to the point that they needed an
epinephrine pen. What we were able to convey to legislators
is that we comply with all federal meal standards while supplying healthy choices to include glutenfree items.
Finally, there were a number of retirement bills introduced this year. Some would have changed the
years required for "vesting" in the system. Another would have included a retiree’s cost-of-livingadjustments with their 12 monthly checks instead of receiving a 13th check. The reason for that is
some retirees receive assistance and the 13th check unqualified those individuals for a few months.
These PERS bills have died in committees.
Stay tuned as we approach half-time at the Capitol. Thank you all for what you do to provide healthy
food choices so that Mississippi students can be the best they can be.
Donna Echols, Ph.D.
MSNA Lobbyist
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Mississippi News
NEWTON MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
This past Fall Pamela Cox, Product Specialist from
MDE, OCN came to Newton High School for a student testing of the Edible Bowls 6 ¼ inch bowl.. The
cafeteria staff used the Mississippi Recipes for Success Taco Ole recipe which includes lettuce, tomatoes, cheese, and USDA salsa as well as the taco seasoned ground beef. Many students stated that the
taco salad reminded them of going to an authentic
Mexican restaurant and ordering a taco salad.
The Edibowl does not require any cooking, just a
brief warming in the warmer and it’s ready for service. Edibowl passed student testing with an 83%
pass rate… The manager, Priscilla Jones, recommended this product for inclusion on MS State Purchasing Program.
Priscilla Jones, Manager, Newton High School
Louise McPhee, Director. Newton Municipal School
District
Recipe Development Vicksburg Warren SD
Laura Bounds is now the Assistant Child Nutrition
Director at Vicksburg Warren School District. She
has been developing some new menu items, including several new wraps, new flavors to add to the
chicken strips, a few new side items and worked on
two chicken pasta dishes. These items were tested
at Vicksburg High School. All the items that had high
scores have been worked into their cycle menus.
Below is one of the wraps.

Smart Snacks in School Standards
As part of the guidelines set by the Healthy HungerFree Kids Act of 2010, USDA was required to revamp
its school snack standards (which hadn’t been revised for 30 years)! The Smart Snacks in School rules
affect competitive foods, which are snacks SOLD in
vending machines, a la carte lunch lines, fundraisers
and in student stores.

The Smart Snacks in School standards will build on
those healthy advancements and ensure that kids
are only offered tasty and nutritious foods during
the school day. Smart Snacks in Schools also support
efforts by school food service staff, school administrators, teachers, parents and the school community, all working hard to instill healthy habits in students.
The new Smart Snacks in School rules set limits on
calories, fats, sugar and sodium and encourage the
consumption of dairy, whole grains, protein, fruits
and vegetables. Now in effect (as of July 1, 2014),
these rules apply to any school that participate in
the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs.
The Office of Child Nutrition will provide more Smart
Snacks information at State Conference on July 8-9,
2015.

If you need resources and/or staff training before
the conference, contact:
April Catchings, Director
Nutrition Education
acatchings@mde.k12.ms.us
For more information on Smart Snacks go to:
http://healthymeals.nal.usda.gov/smartsnacks
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SNA NEWS
ANC Salt Lake City: Register Today!
Looking for solutions to your biggest challenges,
great program insights, and the newest product innovations? Good news - registration for ANC 2015 in
Salt Lake City is now open! Attendees will take advantage of 90+ dynamic education sessions, toprated speakers, and a closing performance by country superstars Big & Rich! Register before May 9,
2015 to receive a special early-bird rate.
Apply Online for SNF Equipment Grants and Scholarships
The School Nutrition Foundation (SNF) is offering a
variety of scholarships and grants to help you
achieve your educational dreams, attend national
SNA conferences, and upgrade your school kitchen
facilities. Applications must be submitted online for
all SNF scholarships. For a listing of available scholarships and grants and to submit an application, please
visit www.schoolnutrition.org/scholarships or contact scholarships@schoolnutrition.org.
New SNS Study Guide and Preparation Resources
Available
Thinking about becoming a School Nutrition Specialist (SNS) or know someone who wants to earn this
professional credential? Now is the time to get
started as SNA is offering a new SNS Exam Preparation Resources Bundle for the SNA members only
price of $109 + $6 S&H. The bundle includes the following:
School Nutrition Specialist Credentialing Exam
Study Guide – 2015 Edition
School Food and Nutrition Service Management
for the 21st Century – 6th Edition, authored by
Dot Pannell-Martin & Julie A Boettger
Each resource is also available separately in the SNA
Bookstore for a member’s only price of $59 + $6 S&H
(each). For additional information about the SNS
credential and preparing for the exam, please visit
www.schoolnutrition.org/sns or email
certsns@schoolnutrition.org.

Knowledge is Power! Expand your knowledge
with SNA Webinars
Join us for SNA’s Talk Tuesday and Webinar
Wednesday series. Webinars are a great way to
develop professionally and learn from peers
across the country. With SNA webinars, you’ll
learn about hot topics in school nutrition, explore
your SNA member benefits and frequently earn
Continuing Education Units (CEUs). Check out our
upcoming webinars below and be sure to visit
our website regularly for new listings:
Tues, Feb 24: Take Your First Step Towards
Achieving the SNS Credential
Tues, Mar 10: Recruiting Tips, Tools, and Incentives
All webinars are held at 2pm Eastern Time
(1pmCT/Noon MT/11am PT). For more information and to access the webinar archive, please
visit www.schoolnutrition.org/webinars.

Share your School Nutrition Story (But Keep it
Short!)
SNA is challenging members to share their personal school nutrition stories – in ten words or
less! Share yours (and a photo if you can) online
before March 31, and you’ll automatically be entered for a chance to win a free registration to
ANC 2015 in Salt Lake City*! Enter at
www.schoolnutrition.org/ANCSweeps.
*Void where prohibited or restricted by law.
Proposed USDA Budget Includes Equipment
Grants
In early February, the President released his proposed budget for the 2016 Fiscal year. Included
in the budget for USDA are the funds to run the
child nutrition programs, continue implementation of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act, and an
additional $35 million for cafeteria equipment
grants. This is a $10 million increase from the
2015 budget. Recently, SNA co-signed a letter to
USDA requesting a level playing field for schools
applying for the 2015 equipment grants.
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Workplace Wellness at Clinton Public School District
Clinton Public School District’s Department of Child Nutrition is empowering
its’ employees to take action to enhance their health. In January, they rolled
out the 2015 New Year, New You! Healthy Weight Challenge (NYNY! Challenge), an eight-week wellness program that provides participants the motivation, tools, and incentive to manage their weight through healthy lifestyle
practices.
Although New Year’s resolutions can sometimes be difficult to achieve, the
goal of the NYNY! Challenge is to help employees succeed at losing weight
safely and maintaining a healthy weight for the long haul. The participants
get the opportunity to assess their current health status, set realistic weight
management goals, participate with fellow co-workers and management, and
stay accountable throughout the process. What’s more is that participation is
rewarded from start to finish of the program.
Keba Laird, Child Nutrition Supervisor for Clinton Public Schools says, “The
NYNY! Challenge was designed especially with our foodservice professionals
in mind. Our staff does such an outstanding job of taking care of our customers, and this wellness challenge provides a great opportunity for our employees to take care of themselves.”
Participants who signed up for the program committed to completing an Active Health Management health risk assessment, as well as participating in biweekly weigh-ins and wellness counseling with an onsite health coach. Participants were also encouraged to schedule their wellness visit which is paid for
at 100% of the cost for employees covered under the State and School Employees’ Health Plan.
Employees who fully participate in the NYNY! Challenge qualify for bi-weekly
prize drawings such as a Nutribullet Food Extractor, Fitbit, exercise equipment, and much more. In addition, cash prizes will be rewarded to the top
three winners with the highest percentage of weight loss during the challenge.
Laird concludes, “With the encouragement, support, camaraderie, and incentives, all of the staff participating in the NYNY! Challenge are winners of better health and champions of change.”
Clinton Public School District
Keba Laird, Child Nutrition Supervisor
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Hinds County School District
Hinds County School District Child Nutrition held a Professional Development on February 16,
2015. The Professional Development took place at Raymond High School. The child nutrition
employees were divided into ten groups of six. Five groups attended a Basics at a Glance
workshop which was conducted by managers. In this workshop employees looked at the
different size measuring tools, were able to do some dry and wet measuring, and did worksheets on converting measures. The next group, which was also conducted by managers, received recipes of five casseroles that seem to be a challenge throughout the district. These
items were served at lunch, and during that time everyone discussed the pros and cons of
each recipe. Great feedback was given. The group that did not participate in the cooking
shared what they learned during the Basics at a Glance workshop. This was a very productive day for all.

The Hinds County School District Child Nutrition Department, with the help of Motivating
Mississippi, started their “Lose For You Challenge”. Monday, February 16, 2015. Members
of the department were weighed in by Motivating Mississippi to begin their ten week
weight loss challenge. Each member paid a $5 registration fee, received a goodie bag with
healthy items, pamphlets, and a sheet with the beginning weight, BMI and body fat %. Motivating MS will come out every two weeks to check on the progress of participants, get their
weight, and offer any advice to help with this process. Prizes will be given to the top three
participants who lose the most weight.
Christell Hicks—Child Nutrition Director—Hinds County Schools
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Scott
Clements Dairy
…………..
Southeast
Association

Grant Opportunities: The Southeast Dairy Association is committed to helping end the obesity and calcium crises among our youth. Regionally, the South
is home to nine of the top 10 states with the highest rates of obesity, diabetes, hypertension,
and physical inactivity. Additionally, data from the USDA indicates that seven out of 10 teen
boys and nine out of 10 teen girls are not getting the calcium they need. By working with
schools, throughout the Southeast, we are addressing these problems and helping out children live healthier lives. To futher expand breakfast programs and breakfast participation,
SUDIA is offering the Mississippi Breakfast Challenge. Registration for the Breakfast Challenge will open on March 2, 2015 – April 31, 2015. Then the actual Breakfast Challenge will
be September-October 2015. Schools will have the opportunity to apply for expanding breakfast grants during the registration process for the Breakfast Challenge. Districts/Schools
should be looking for a webinar invitation from the Office of Child Nutrition in the coming
week. Southeast Dairy Association and Office of Child Nutrition are doing a collaborative
webinar which will explain the Breakfast Challenge and the registration process. The webinar
will be on Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at 1:30 PM CT. For further information contact’
Nancy Roman: 901-327-5226. nroman@sedairy.org
Stephanie Yow: 769-230-8538. syow@sedairy.org
Cathi deVeer: 251-288-5320. cdeveer@sedairy.org

Page 18

Volume 10. Issue 2

Page 19

Volume 10, Issue 2

The 45th MSNA Annual Conference in Natchez, MS—November 6-9, 2014

The 45th Annual Conference was held in Natchez, MS, November 6-9, 2014. Thursday’s events began with the
Steering Committee Meeting, followed by the MSNA Executive Board Meeting. The Industry Advisory Board
Meeting, chaired by Tim Simmons, was next on the agenda. All of these had spent many hours planning and preparing for the Conference

At the past several conferences, MSNA members and Industry partners have played Bingo and enjoyed a box
lunch on Thursday afternoon. Bingo Chairman, Dave Grover, and Tim Simmons prepare for the event along with
our Bingo Caller, Ann Fratesi. Ann came out of retirement for this event. Participants watched their cards and
many were rewarded with prizes.

The MSNA Appreciation Dinner held Thursday night was a gala event. President Lela Bynum began the evening
by announcing the conference honorees. Alisa Jordan, Director at George County, was one, along with Ann Nicholson. Many of you remember Ann Nicholson, former director at Okolona School District who passed away a
few years ago. All present enjoyed a buffet dinner. After dinner, other presentations were made.
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The 45th MSNA Annual Conference in Natchez, MS—November 6-9, 2014

Friday Morning began with sessions for Directors and Managers. Directors had updates from Sean Monahan from
SERO, Cynthia Black on Human Resources, a legislative update from Gail Kavanaugh.. Managers participated in
Nutrition 101 conducted by Jan Ritter, RD, provided by NFSMI.

Melissa Livesay, MSNA Southeast Regional Director, had an update on SNA and also was our speaker at the
opening session Friday morning. . President Elect Louise McPhee called the House of Delegates to order Friday
afternoon. The House of Delegates is composed of MSNA Executive Board and MSNA Chapter Delegates .

tor: Doris J .Schneider, RD
Secretary Kaye Mayatt established the quorum at the annual meeting of the House of Delegates. Exhibits opened
to Directors on Friday afternoon and to all on Saturday morning. A display outside the exhibit entrance echoed
the conference theme: Get in the Game: Winning is Easier When You’re Part of the Team.
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The 45th MSNA Annual Conference in Natchez, MS—November 6-9, 2014

Rena’ Pritchard, Exhibits Chair, was on the exhibit floor making announcements about each booth. Sylvia Massey participates in hula hoops at one of the booths. All in all, there were 90 booths with many different industry partners participating.
Members had a chance to sample food products, see different equipment, look at software programs, check out other supplies, and many other items to see.

Everyone always looks forward to the Industry Appreciation Party held on Friday night. This year was no exception. A band
of local Natchez Musicians led a parade from the Convention Center to the party. President Lela Bynum and many others
joined in wearing their bright green conference jerseys. What a great way to start the music and fun!!

Green jerseys were everywhere, although some attendees wore their school colors and jerseys. Everyone was in the team spirit and ready to be part of the party team.
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The 45th MSNA Annual Conference in Natchez, MS—November 6-9, 2014

President Lela with one of our Industry Partners, Alston Sory, officially opened the party. Each conference has contests and
many school teams entered the spirit contests. This team was all ready to go!!!

Attendees enjoyed a tailgate meal and then danced to the music of Party Planet, a great band from Memphis, Tennessee.
PMR and Thermo Kool helped sponsor the band. Wally Hamilton, husband of former President Julie Hamilton, joined
cheerleader Alisa Jordan on the dance floor. SUDIA arranged for a favorite Mississippi and New Orleans Saints player,
Deuce McAllister, to attend the party. He graciously gave awards, signed autographs and t-shirts, and even danced with a
few attendees. The band, Deuce, and the party atmosphere made for a great evening.
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The 45th MSNA Annual Conference in Natchez, MS—November 6-9, 2014

Bright and early Saturday morning, Mayor Butch Brown welcomed us to Vicksburg at the opening session. Three winners
were chosen for the extreme makeover contest. The three spent the day being pampered and were presented to the conference “madeover” at one of the afternoon sessions.

Silent Auction offered attendees to win an assortment of great items. Many participants took home some prized objects.
Throughout the day, interest sessions were offered by various speakers including Tito Lanier and Bill Urban

What a difference a day made to the MSNA Extreme Makeover Winners! Here they are after their day of wardrobe consultation, hair styling, makeup application ready to start a new day. Also shown are the MSNA Scholarship Winners for 2014.
Our thanks to the industry sponsors that made this possible.

Page 24

Volume 10, Issue 2

The 45th MSNA Annual Conference in Natchez, MS—November 6-9, 2014

Beverly Baylis, Director at South Tippah School District, accepts the award for Mississippi Director of the Year. During the
conference other contests are held. Lunch Tray, Breakfast Tray, Storyboard, and Tray line Setup Winners show off their
awards.

After the inspirational breakfast Sunday morning, members returned to
their hotels, packed their cars and headed home. All had gotten into the
game and found that winning is easier when you’re part of the team.
Over 460 participants were present for the 45th MSNA Annual Conference. In addition over 200 Industry Partners joined us for exhibits and
other events. Our thanks to all who supported, participated, and entered
into the spirit of this conference.
Pictures were take by Beverly Baylis, South Tippah Director. Our
thanks especially to her!
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Mark Your Calendar for These Important DATES!!!
MSNA Leadership Seminar—Lake Tiak-O’Khata, MS
June 12, 2015
In June, join with us at a Mississippi resort, Lake Tiak-O’Khata, for
the
MSNA Leadership Seminar. We will welcome Dr. Katie Wilson,
Executive Director, NFSMA as our Keynote Speaker. Dr. Wilson will present Leadership: A Journey for
a Lifetime. She has been our speaker on several occasions and we look forward to hearing her as we
prepare for a new MSNA year. So MSNA Executive Board Members, past and present, Chapter Officers, Committee Members, and those interested in leadership positions should plan to attend. The
MSNA Executive Board for 2015-16 will be installed. More details to follow.

46th MSNA Annual Conference—November 5-8, 2015
Jackson, Mississippi
Jackson Marriott and Jackson Convention Center
Quality Meals—A Recipe for Quality Minds
Louise McPhee, the Conference Steering Committee, MSNA Executive Board, and the Industry Advisory Board are preparing for the
46th MSNA Annual Conference to be held in Jackson, MS. Agendas,
educational sessions, exhibits, meals, contests and other events are
being planned. So come to the Capitol City for networking, new experiences and some great events. Enjoy what Central Mississippi
and Jackson has to offer. So go to your November calendar and block
off those dates. More information on the Conference and Exhibits to
follow as plans are finalized!!!
More Photos Coming for Mississippi
Recipes for Success

Chef Cyndie Story, Chris Lester, and Kelly
Lee Flora, a professional photographer,
spent two weeks in Mississippi at Clinton
School District’s Test Kitchen. They worked
with Lydia West and Doris Schneider as well
as others to add more step by step photos
to Mississippi Recipes for Success. The
team took a few minutes to record the
event.
Top row, from left to right,
Cyndie Story, Lydia West, Scott Clements, Doris Schneider, Regina Ducksworth, Chris Lester
Bottom row, from left to right,
Stacy Newman, Mary Burks, Laura Bounds, and Kelly Lee Flora
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Upcoming events
June 11-12, 2015

March 2-6, 2015
National School
Breakfast Week

MSNA Meetings
MSNA Leadership Seminar
To Lake Tiak-O’Khata

April 14, 2015
MSNA Executive Board,
Industry Advisory Board
Steering Committee
Lake Terrace Convention
Center
Hattiesburg, MS

July 12-15, 2015

April 15, 2015

46th MSNA Annual Conference
Jackson Marriott
Jackson Convention Center
Jackson, MS

SNA Annual Conference
Salt Lake City, Utah

November 5-8,
2015

Nutrition Education
Seminar
Lake Terrace Convention Center

Hattiesburg, MS

MSNA GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE SUPPORT OF THESE
SPONSORS!
MSNA PLATINUM SPONSORS
SFSPAC, Inc. Prairie Farms (Luvel Dairies)
Total Equipment Maintenance Company, Inc. Advance Pierre
BakeCrafters , Inc. PMR
Crumbley Paper and Foodservice Company
MSNA SILVER SPONSORS
Heartland School Systems Marketing Agents South
The Wallin Group Mississippi Power Company

Thanks to those who contributed to this publication:
Lela Bynum, Louise
McPhee, Christell Hicks,
Danny Dillistone, Kaye Mayatt, Donna Echols, Ph.D.,
April Catchings, Nancy
Roman, RD, Keba Laird,
RD, Laura Bounds, Stephanie Yow, RD, SNA Snack
Bites!!

