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Danny's Diner
Dear MSNA Members,
Well, summer came and summer went, and it was all a blur.  I’m still trying to get into my groove for the start of school.  
I would like to welcome everyone back and give a little information about our new Facebook page.   www.facebook.com/
MSSchoolNutritionAssociation/.  We are working diligently to get this up and running and populated with all of the information on 
the 47th Annual MSNA Conference.  

As the President of MSNA, I can’t mention enough the pride and gratitude I feel for each and every member putting their confidence 
in me to head up our great association this year.  I hope to meet your expectations and hopefully exceed them through initiative, 
accountability, and professionalism, which I bring to the office.

The Executive Board and Steering Committees are working in overdrive to bring you some new and exciting ideas to the 47th Annual 
MSNA Conference.  Break out your 70’s Soul Train/American Bandstand attire for the Industry party on Saturday night.  You may say 
“party” on Saturday night?  Yes, that’s right we have flip flopped the banquet and the party.  Friday night we will have the banquet/
opening session/awards and Saturday night is the 70’s Dance Industry Appreciation 

Party with DJ and large light show.  We have some other surprises planned so please check the Facebook page.

Excellence, responsibility, dedication, and professionalism are the MSNA way.  I am elated to welcome all members 
back to school for the 2016-2017 school year because I know that every member will do amazing things with our 
children this year.  So many of you will strive to improve on already great successes from the past, but the past is the 
past, and let’s continue to work towards the future.  Our children depend on us and complacency is not the MSNA way!  
It’s exciting to work in an organization with such dedicated members, pushing for clear common goals, furthering the 
distinctions that define The MSNA WAY.

Have a great year and we will see you at the conference,

Danny Dillistone
President

MSNA and SNA Scholarships
Considering furthering your education by taking a college or university course?  Maybe there is another training 
opportunity that would increase your job skills?  Are you a current MSNA member?  MSNA Scholarships provided funds 
for four MSNA members at the 2015 MSNA Annual Conference. You could be one of the ones to receive a scholarship 
at the MSNA Annual Conference in Tupelo, MS. 

For requirements and forms, check out the MSNA website at www.schoolnutrition-ms.org and click on Scholarships 
to download the form. If you have been a MSNA member for the two previous years, you are eligible. Complete 
scholarship application forms are due October 1, 2016, to Pam Kirby, Rankin County Schools. Have questions; contact 
either Pam Kirby at 601-825-2257 or Doris Schneider at 601-826-0127.  

The MSNA Scholarship Committee is raising funds for scholarships.  Anyone can donate to the Scholarship fund.  If you 
want to make a donation, contact either Pam Kirby or Doris Schneider. 

SNA also has scholarships for members.  Links to information about applying for these scholarships can also be found 
on the MSNA website. 

Danny Dillistone, President
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ANC iN SAN ANToNio, TexAS
In July, over 7,000 school nutrition professionals came together in San Antonio, TX, making the 2016 ANC one of the highest 
attended SNA annual conferences.   MSNA members attending enjoyed general sessions, participated in educational sessions, 
networked with members from all over the country and got to experience the largest Exhibit Hall floor to date, with over 900 
booths.   San Antonio weather was hot and dry.  

Sunday morning, MSNA members were well represented at the Awards Ceremony.  As one of her last duties as MSNA President, 
Louise McPhee, accepted the Thelma Flanagan Gold Achievement Award from Jean Ronnei, SNA President. The Thelma Flanagan 
Gold Achievement Award honors state presidents reaching the outcomes of 2015-16 Priority Issues.   MSNA members gathered for 
the state picture on page 11. Mark your calendar for the 2017 SNA Annual Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, on July 9-12, 2017.  

It is hard to believe that a new school year 
is upon us.  I hope that you have enjoyed 
your summer and are eager to begin a new 
school year.  I have been busy this summer 
participating in summer feeding, attending 
the MSNA Leadership Conference, the 
School Nutrition Annual Conference in 
San Antonio, and the MS Child Nutrition 
Administrators Conference.  All of this, in 
a matter of 8 short weeks.  Summer has 
been a busy time, but I wouldn’t trade 
the opportunities granted unto me.  I’ve 
networked and gained much knowledge 
and many ideas from my peers in school 
nutrition on both the national and state 

level.  I hope to implement some of these ideas in the next few 
months.  

In August, Danny Dillistone became the President of Mississippi 
School Nutrition Association.  He has worked hard all year to put 
together a spectacular conference that will be held in Tupelo, 
MS on November 10 – 12, 2016.  Members make your plans to 
attend and enjoy what Danny, the executive board, the steering 

committees, and the industry board have worked so hard to 
create so the HEROES OF CHILD NUTRITION will have a memorable 
experience.  

I would also like to encourage members to do their part to recruit 
new members to the Mississippi School Nutrition Association.  
Directors please consider District Owned Membership.  It’s an 
avenue that allows school districts to pay for memberships while 
their employees enjoy the benefits of SNA membership. The 
greater the membership, the greater the voice on issues that are 
vital to the success of our Child Nutrition programs statewide.

And lastly, I would like to echo my gratitude for the opportunity 
given unto me to serve as President – Elect and represent MSNA 
on a national and state level.  In the next few weeks, I will be 
contacting you about serving on a committee in 2017.  

Jackie T. Henry, President Elect
Mississippi School Nutrition Association

Check out last Word, last page of August 2016 
School Nutrition Magazine, featuring Jackie henry

Welcome Back!  In life we have to choose 
where we want to go. Do we want to 
move forward or do we want to continue 
where we are?  It’s always exciting to 
take on a new journey, see new sites 
and anticipate success. As we start 
another school year, a year filled with 
new directors, new rules and yes, many 
more changes; I hope that we all can look 
at this with much excitement!  As your 
Vice-President, I first want to say thank 
you for allowing me this opportunity. I 
accept this new adventure and I embrace 
it as a chance to link us together to 
reach common goals. Goals to reach are 

improving the health and education of school children, furthering 
our professional growth and continuing to build our wonderful 
organization! 

To all of you that are not a part of the Mississippi School Nutrition 
Association, I encourage you to become members. Being a 
member of MSNA awards you awesome opportunities to network 
with a great group of people who may have already encountered 
some of the challenges that you may face.

Again…Welcome Back and thank you so much for allowing me to 
serve as your MSNA Vice-President!!

“Let us sacrifice our today so that our children can have a better 
tomorrow.”
By: A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

Christell hicks
MSNA Vice-President

Correspondence from Jackie

Christell's Captions

Jackie Henry
President-Elect

Christell Hicks
Vice-President
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The Headquarters Hotel for the 2016 MSNA Annual Conference is 
the Hilton Garden Inn in Tupelo, MS.  Additional hotels are listed 
below.  The earlier reservations are made, the more likely rooms 
will be available in the block.   Any available rooms will be released 
by the deadline date for each hotel.  Ask for the specific name 
block for our group when making reservations for each hotel.   Make 
any cancellations 72 hours prior to date of arrival.  

Check with each hotel about specific methods of payment.  To 
have the right amount, ask for confirmation of the amount when 
making reservations.   To prevent any problems with payment for 
hotel rooms, be sure and bring a school district tax-exempt letter 
and a school district check payable to the hotels for the amount.  
Otherwise rates will be subject to state taxes.  Local taxes of ?? 
may be charged.

heADquArTerS hoTel  
hilton Garden inn - Tupelo Name Block: MS School Nutrition Association
363 east Main Street room rates:  King - $109.00 per night, plus tax; queen/queen - $115.00 per night, plus tax 
Tupelo, MS 38804 room rates:  queen/queen Junior Suite; King Junior Suite; King executive hospitality Suite-   
Phone: 1-662-718-5500 $119.00, plus tax
 Cut-off date:  November 1, 2016

ADDiTioNAl hoTelS  
holiday inn and Suites Name Block:  MS School of Nutrition 
923 North Gloster Street room rates:  Double and Single rooms: - $109.00 per night
Tupelo, MS 38804  
Phone:  662-269-0096 Cut-off Date:  october 11, 2016

holiday inn express and Suites Name Block:  MSNA
1612 McClure Cove room rates:  King and Double - $109.00 per night
Tupelo, MS 
662-620-8184 Cut-off Date:  october 10, 2016

fairfield inn and Suites Name Block:  MSNA
3070 Tom Watson Drive room rates: King and Double - $94.00 per night
Tupelo, MS 38866  
662-680-6798 Cut-off Date: october 10, 2016

Hilton Garden Inn, Tupelo, MS

MSNA Annual Conference hotel information - Tupelo, MS

2016 MSNA NuTriTioN eDuCATioN SeMiNAr
Mississippi’s beautiful gulf coast was the setting for the 2016 Nutrition Education Seminar.  Members journeyed to Island View Casino on the Biloxi’s beach on April 
7, 2016.   Louise McPhee, MSNA President, welcomed all to “New Thoughts for Quality Meals.”  Stephanie Robinson, Division Director for School Support, Office of 
Child Nutrition, began the conference with an update on things happening at the state and national level.  President Louise introduced Jimmie Barnett, a retired 
child nutrition director from Muscogee County School District in Georgia.   Jimmie’s presentation was a different approach to the USDA meal patterns, meal 
components, and nutritional needs of our children.  All of the attendees received a copy of her booklet, Don’t Be a Garbage Can – Be healthy and Strong. 

 After a buffet lunch, all participants were invited on a Beach Adventure.  The beach was the setting for a short exercise and stretch event.  Members returned 
to the conference room ready for an afternoon of new learning experiences.  Brad Barlow, Child Nutrition Director, and Craig Ferguson, Executive Chef, for Bay 
ST. Louis Waveland  School District took the floor next.   Their presentation focused on “What a Chef Can Do”.  Bard and Craig discussed some of the promotional 
and marketing efforts that have focused on healthy foods in the school district.  

Chuck Ainsworth, SFSPac, presented Mississippi’s School Nutrition Hero, Sandy Hearn, to the audience.  Sandy was one of five Heroes recognized at the School 
Nutrition Association Legislative Action Conference in March, 2016.  She is the Vicksburg High School Cafeteria Manager for Vicksburg Warren School District.  
Information about Sandy’s award can be found on page 16 of Magnolia Petals.

The conference concluded with Understanding AG 101.  Cathi deVeer, with SUDIA, introduced a dairy farmer from the coast, Kerra Middleton of Middleton Dairy 
Farms in Moss Point, MS. Kerra had an excellent presentation about milk production, distribution, and nutrition education on their farm.  After some great door 
prizes were given away, the participants journeyed safely home!  Thanks to Kaye Mayatt and her staff and committee for planning a great Nutrition Education 
Seminar.  

BloCK CloSeD
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 MSNA ANNuAl CoNfereNCe         NoVeMBer 10-13, 2016       JACKSoN, MiSSiSSiPPi

 Time  event  Place

Thursday - November 10, 2016
9:00 a.m. Steering Committee BancorpSouth Conference Center 

10:00 a.m. executive Board Meeting BancorpSouth Conference Center

11:30 a.m. industry Advisory Board Meeting BancorpSouth Conference Center 

12:30-3:30 p.m. Bowling rebel lanes

4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Judging of Tray Contest BancorpSouth Conference Center 

6:00 p.m. MSNA Appreciation reception and Dinner

friday, November 11, 2016
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. registration/T-Shirt Pickup BancorpSouth Conference Center 

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Banquet Seating/election Table         BancorpSouth Conference Center 

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.    Pre-Conference Sessions-Directors    BancorpSouth Conference Center 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Pre-Conference Sessions-Managers    BancorpSouth Conference Center

2:00 -3:30 p.m. Delegates Assembly BancorpSouth Conference Center 12

12:00 - 3:00 p.m. Silent Auction/emporium Setup BancorpSouth Arena

3:00 - 5:30 p.m. Silent Auction BancorpSouth Arena 

4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Turn in Story Boards for Judging        BancorpSouth Arena 

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. Judging Story Board entries BancorpSouth Arena

7:30 - 10:00 p.m. Conference Grand opening Banquet  BancorpSouth Conference Center

Saturday, November 12, 2016
7:30 - 11:00 a.m. registration/T-Shirt Pickup BancorpSouth Conference Center 

7:30 - 11:00 a.m. election Table BancorpSouth Conference Center

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. interest Sessions BancorpSouth Conference Center 

10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. emporium  BancorpSouth Arena

9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Silent Auction  BancorpSouth Arena

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. exhibits open to Directors and Buyers BancorpSouth Arena

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Contest-Cup Cake Wars BancorpSouth Arena 

12:45 – 1:00 p.m. Grand opening of exhibits  BancorpSouth Arena 

1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. exhibits open to All BancorpSouth Arena 

3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Wellness Activity hilton Garden inn 

4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Silent Auction Pickup BancorpSouth Arena 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

free Time

7:00 p.m. MSNA industry recognition Dinner & Dance BancorpSouth Conference Center

Sunday, November 13, 2016
9:00 a.m. executive Committee Meeting           BancorpSouth Conference Center
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47th AnnuAl MSnA ConferenCe eduCAtionAl SeSSionS
friDAY, NoVeMBer 11, 2016 

8:00 AM -5:00 PM  Pre Conference Session for Managers – BancorpSouth Conference Center
 Pre-registration is required 
 Nutrition 101 – Trainer Provided by the institute of Child Nutrition
	 Successful	completion	of	this	course	is	one	of	the	requirements	for	Level	1	of	the	SNA	Certificate	Program	

8:00-12:00 AM Pre Conference Session for Directors – BancorpSouth Conference Center
 update from oCN
 Smarter lunch rooms 
 Be a Part of the Solution:  Your role in a Changing food World

7:30-10:00 PM opening General Session – BancorpSouth Conference Center

SATurDAY, NoVeMBer 12, 2016
8:00 AM-1:00 PM interest Sessions - BancorpSouth Arena 
 farm to School
 Smarter lunch rooms
 healthier uS School Challenge
 Produce university
 Marketing fruits and Vegetables to Your Students
	 Conflict	Resolution
 And others 

ChilD NuTriTioN ProGrAM reTireeS reCoGNiTioN

This past year has seen many of our MSNA members retire after many years of service to Mississippi’s children. This year at conference we want to 
acknowledge those MSNA members who have retired after 25 years or more of service.  If a MSNA member in your district has retired with 25 years or 
more of service this past year, send the following information to Doris Schneider at:  ms-sna@bellsouth.net 
by November 1, 2016.  

Information should include:
 Full Name
 Years of Service (25 or more)
 School District
 School Name 
 Mailing Address (if not present at conference)

These will be awarded during one of the sessions.  If the retiree is not there, the certificate will be mailed. 

-------------------------------------------------------------Registration Form for Nutrition 101-----------------------------------------------------------

NAME _____________________________________________________________ SCHOOL DISTRICT________________________________
Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________________ MS ______________ Zip Code _______________________________
MSNA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER_____________________________________DAYTIME TELEPHONE # _________________________________
Child Nutrition Director ______________________________________E-MAIL (IF AVAILABLE) ____________________________________

Mail completed Registration Form October 27, 2016, to:  
     Regina Ducksworth, SFS Director
     Clinton Public Schools
     P.O. Box 300
     Clinton, MS 39060
     Phone number:  601-924-4002 Fax number:  601-924-1364
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Don’t forget the following at Conference
Silent Auction – BancorpSouth Arena on Nov. 11 from 3-5:30 pm, and Nov. 12 from 9 am to 3:30 pm
emporium – Exhibit Floor at BancorpSouth Arena on Nov. 12 from 11 am to 3:30 pm
fund raiser - Exhibit Floor at BancorpSouth Arena on Nov. 12 from 11 am to 3:30 pm
Wellness Activity – BancorpSouth Arena on Nov. 12 from 3:30 to 5:00 pm 
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"heroeS of ChilD NuTriTioN”
MSNA Contests registration form for 2016 Conference

2016 Conference Contests are Breakfast and Lunch Trays, Storyboards and Cupcake Wars.  See the revisions listed at the bottom of 
the form for the changes in the cupcake contest.  Get your creative decorating juices flowing and enter the Cupcake Wars Contest.  
Individual entries will be allowed.  Individuals will create cupcakes and be judged based on taste and presentation of decoration.    
For further information on all contests, go the MSNA website (schoolnutrition-ms.org) and click on Annual Conference and next click 
on Contest Registration

MArK CoNTeSTS eNTereD (More ThAN oNe CoNTeST MAY Be eNTereD):

MSNA TRAY CONTESTS (Enter by October 21, 2016):  ___Breakfast     ___Lunch

MSNA STORYBOARD CONTESTS (Enter by October 21, 2016):  ____

MSNA CUPCAKE WARS DECORATING/TASTING CONTEST (Enter by October 21, 2016):  ____

NAME________________________________________________________  SCHOOL DISTRICT ____________________________________

SCHOOL REPRESENTED___________________________________ FOOD SERVICE ADMINISTRATOR ________________________________

MSNA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER____________________ DAYTIME TELEPHONE #_____________________

E-MAIL (IF AVAILABLE) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail completed Registration Form to: 
George County Schools
Attn: Alisa Jordan, Child Nutrition
5152 Main St • Lucedale, MS 39452
Phone number:  601-947-6993 Fax: 601-766-7430

Contest revisions:  This year the cupcake contest will be judged on taste and decoration.  Each 
contestant will prepare 6 cup cakes ahead of time (all the same flavor) and bring them to the 
conference.  Cupcakes will be decorated (as you wish) on the day of the contest any way you want 
with any flavors and/or edible items.  
New Contest:  Saturday Night’s industry party will be a costume contest this year for those that 
want to participate.  Dress up in your grooviest, funkiest, 1970’s costume and come join the fun.   
No	need	to	fill	out	an	entry	form	for	this	contest.  Just show up in your favorite “Soul Train” 
costume and you will be given a number at the door if you wish to participate. 
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TAKe ADVANTAGe of MSNA fuND rAiSerS
AT ANNuAl CoNfereNCe!

Start that Christmas shopping early! We all like to take something home from the MSNA Annual Conference and there 
are certainly several opportunities.  Check out the conference schedule on page 3 and include a visit to the MSNA Silent 
Auction and the MSNA Booth at the BancorpSouth Arena.   

Armer Moore and her Silent Auction Committee are planning both a silent auction of items and a drawing of tickets for 
items.   Certainly you will find something that you cannot live without!   Come and see what they have this year.   Your 
name may be drawn or you may be the highest bidder and you will take the prized item home.  Items include theme 
baskets, designer handbags and more.  Don’t forget to bring something from your district, chapter, or as a member to 
add to all of the items. Check the conference schedule for the times and location.   

Feeling Lucky? Debbie Byrd and her committee have started selling tickets for the 2016 raffle. Individual tickets are $3.00 
each or three tickets for $5.00. Each ticket will give you an opportunity to win either a $500 gift card, a $250.00 gift 
card, or a $150 gift card. For more information and certainly for tickets, contact Debbie Byrd at Picayune Schools, 228-
671-6837.  Look for the MSNA Booth on the Exhibit floor if you don’t get tickets before the conference!!

Looking for something with a MSNA logo? Check out the Emporium for these items. This year it will be located as part 
of the MSNA booths on the exhibit floor. So be sure to stop by and see what they have to sell. So don’t forget to bring 
a donation for the Silent Auction and certainly don’t forget to stop by the Silent Auction or the MSNA Booth at the 
BancorpSouth Arena.   See you there!!!!

Come join us Saturday afternoon for the wellness event.  We will be preparing for industry party by learning an ‘easy’ 
dance routine to perform at the industry party.  All members are needed so we have a great showing and great performance 
at the industry party.  If you can walk you can do this.  it’s fun, it’s easy, you will have a blast…guaranteed!!
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MSNA To hoST The SNS CreDeNTiAliNG exAM iN TuPelo

MSNA sponsored the SNS Credentialing Exam in April of this year.  According to SNA, “The SNS 
Credential is a mark of excellence and achievement that reflects the expertise needed to manage 
school nutrition programs in today’s challenging climate”.   Two MSNA members, Sue Ellen Codding 
and Jeremy Berry, successfully completed the exam. MSNA congratulates them both.  

Information about the requirements, the cost and registration form, and the study guide can be 
found on: https://schoolnutrition.org/Credentialing/

MSNA will host the Credentialing Exam at 9 AM on November 10, 2016.  The site is the Church 
Street School, 115 North Church Street, Tupelo, MS 38804.  The application form and information 
about the exam, cost, and study guide can be found at: 
https://schoolnutrition.org/Credentialing/SNS-Exam-Prep/  
The registration deadline is October 19, 2016.

To encourage MSNA members to become credentialed, the MSNA Executive Board voted to pay for 
the costs of the study guide and taking the exam for those who successfully completed the exam 
and became credentialed.  Reimbursement will be reimbursed after successfully completing the 
exam.  If you need further information please contact ms-sna@bellsouth.net
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LAC Attendees from Mississippi with Sandy Hearn

Sandy Hearn and other 
School Nutrition Heroes

Jimmie Barnett Shows the Participants Her Booklet Nutrition Ed Attendees Stroll the Beach 
During the Beach Adventure

Nicholl Nguyen with Stephanie Moran, Lark Christian and 
Robin Pate from Jackson County School District

MSNA Executive Board for 2016-17 Armer Moore Passes the Gavel to Danny Dillistone, 
New MSNA President

Sarah Busby 
Demonstrates Making 

Salsa from Garden 
Veggies
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Mississippi School Nutrition Association Members Attending  
ANC in San Antonio, Texas!                

President Louise McPhee Receives the Gold Award at ANC

Sandy Hearn and Darlene 
Birdsong meet Ruby Reader 

at ANC

NSLW Logo for 2016

MSNA President 
Louise McPhee on 

Stage with Other State 
Presidents and Jean Ronnei, 

SNS, SNA President
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  MSNA leADerShiP CoNfereNCe helD iN floWooD! 
MSNA members met at Table 100 Conference Center in Flowood, Mississippi for the MSNA Leadership Conference.  Participants enjoy the 
area and being away from the busy days of school life and the opportunity to prepare for the 2016-17 MSNA year. 

Vice President Danny Dillistone began the session with a welcome to all.  Jackie Henry, Vice President, gave the thought for the day.  
Armer Moore, the new Public Policy and Legislative Chairman reviewed some highlights of the 2016 Mississippi legislative session.  In 
addition she discussed the block grant initiative currently being promoted.  Armer urged all members to “Stop the Block”, a SNA initiative 
as well as other comments about federal legislation.   Christell Hicks, Office of Child Nutrition, MDE, updated attendees on state agency 
events.  Next President Elect Danny Dillistone presented the MSNA Initiatives for his year as MSNA President.  These were developed when 
Danny and other MSNA members attended the National Leadership Conference.   The MSNA Executive Board, MSNA Chapters, and MSNA 
members all will play a part in helping Danny implement those initiatives.  

After a short break, President Elect Danny introduced Karen Johnson, our speaker for the morning.  Karen was president of ASFSA (now 
SNA) from 2004-2005 and has been an instructor for SNA Future Leaders.  Karen gave us a brief history of SNA leadership and challenged 
us to become MSNA leaders at the state and chapter levels.  

The culinary team at Table 100 prepared a great buffet lunch with several choices.  One of the features of this conference is the Industry 
Networking Tables.  Our thanks to all these industry members who sponsored networking tables: The Wallin Group, SFSPac, Marketing 
Agents South, Vulcan, PMR, Super Bakery, Interior Elements, HumiTec, Paramount Marketing, and  Educational Interiors.   Pro-Quip was 
a sponsor of the leadership books that the new MSNA Executive Board received.  Advance Pierre was also present.  Industry members 
shared information about their products and services.  Participants at all the tables enjoyed the food, fellowship, and networking with 
each other and our industry partners.

After lunch different members shared thoughts on Establishing and Operating a Chapter.  Danny Dillistone and Doris Schneider led a 
session on Implementing the Plan of Action.  Members were challenged to select one of the goals and plan its implementation. To end a 
great conference, Past President Kenny Coker installed the MSNA Executive Board for 2015-16 and introduced them to the attendees.  Of 
course door prizes were distributed and after some final words, participants said farewell to each other and started on a safe trip home.  
MSNA and its leaders are set for a great MSNA year!  
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President - Danny Dillistone 
President elect - Jackie henry
Vice President- Christell hicks

Secretary- Pam George
Treasurer- Beverly Baylis

Section Chairmen
Single Unit - Sandy Hearn

Supervisors – Jeremy Berry, SNS
State Agency - Stephanie Robinson

College and University – Keith Rushing, Ph.D.
Industry – Alston Sory

CoMMiTTee ChAirMAN
Nominating – DeeDee Hurt

Public Policy/Legislative- Armer Moore
Professional Development- Pam Kirby

Nutrition Standards/ Education- Kenny Coker
Resolution/Bylaws- Mary Hill, SNS

Membership-Christell Hicks
Communication- April Catchings

regional Directors
Region I - Carolyn Barber
Region II - Patricia Allen

Region III – Margaret Beatty
Region IV - Delories Turner
Region V - Dixie Eleuterius 

Non-Voting Members
Executive Secretary- Doris Schneider, RD 

Past President- Louise McPhee
State Director- Scott Clements

Parliamentarian- Bettye Hart Lidell
MASA Representative – Sue Ellen Codding, SNS

MS-AND Representative – Ashley Harris, RD
SNF Annual Fund Ambassador – Keba Laird, RD 

Mississippi School Nutrition Association
executive Board

2016-2017
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MSNA STrATeGiC PlAN
2016-2017 ANNuAl PlAN

Goal: education & Professional Development
 •  Promote SNS Credentialing and SNA Certificate programs 

MSNA will reimburse the cost of materials and testing for 
those members that pass SNS credentialing test

 •  Plan MSNA trainings at our annual conference to coincide 
with USDA Professional Standards requirements

Goal: Advocacy & Public image
 •  Challenge (Invite) our State legislators to visit our districts 

and attend annual state conference
 •  Increase the number of MSNA members attending LAC to 

visit our legislators on Capitol Hill

Goal: Community
 •  Create a MSNA Facebook page to give every state member 

easy access to information and events that are going on 
around the state.

Goal: infrastructure
 •  Contact districts that are not currently district owned in an 

effort to increase membership and participation.
 •  Strengthen communication with membership through 

regional chairs.
 •  Promote visits to local chapters by Executive Board 

Members to strengthen and help grow these local chapters
 •  Develop and promote chapter leadership training 

opportunities.
 • Recognize chapter successes.
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fuel uP To PlAY 60
Did you know that Fuel Up To Play 60, the largest in school health and wellness 
program, supports your school’s child nutrition programs as well as physical 
activity? 

Grant money from Fuel Up To Play 60 can be used by school nutrition professionals 
to start new programs, such as Breakfast In The Classroom or Grab n’ Go breakfast; 
or, it can be used to purchase equipment, like  blenders to make smoothies, new 
coolers to display yogurt parfaits, smoothies, individual yogurt and salads.  

Just ask Shenika Maiden, Child Nutrition Director for Cleveland School District, 
she has used Fuel Up To Play 60 funds at two of her schools.  Each school received 

$2,000.00 and Shenika was able to purchase a breakfast cart, smoothie blender, promotional food component tags for the serving 
line, and giveaways to help promote smoothies!       

Or, you could ask Gwyn Russell, Principal for Pontotoc Middle School.  Her school cafeteria will be receiving $3,100.00 to 
implement a snack program for students during their break time.  They will be purchasing a small refrigerator, rolling kiosk, 
insulated bags and extra sanitation supplies to deliver healthy snacks to students three days per week. 

Now is the time to start thinking about how you could use Fuel Up To Play 60 grant money at your school!  The next grant round 
will open in September with a deadline of November 2, 2016.  Just give us a call and we will be happy to help you with your 
grant application. 

Cathi deVeer       Nancy Roman
cdeveer@sedairy.org      nroman@sedairy.org
251-288-5320    901-327-5226    
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NeWS froM ArouND The STATe

ChilD NuTriTioN ADMiNiSTrATor ProViDeS fArM To TABle CooKiNG DeMoNSTrATioN 
Eastlawn Elementary Third Grade received a new teaching garden last year sponsored by the American Heart 
Association and Chevron Refinery.  On harvest day, Sarah Busby, the Assistant Director of Child Nutrition, made 
salsa from the vegetables and herbs students harvested from their teaching garden. Sarah is a Registered Dietitian 
who used this farm to table experience as an opportunity to incorporate nutrition education into her food 
demonstration. See picture on page 10.

SiNGiNG riVer ChAPTer SCholArShiPS AWArDeD
The Singing River Chapter of the MS School Nutrition Association is proud to award two $250.00 scholarships to two 
graduating seniors from Jackson County Schools seeking a major in the area of Food Service, Health or Wellness.  
The recipients of the scholarships this year are Kendra Washington, from Moss Point High School, who has enrolled 
at MGCCC and plans on pursing a Nursing degree and Nicholl Nguyen, from St. Martin High School, who has enrolled 
at MGCCC and plans to pursue a degree in Culinary Arts.  Congratulations Kendra and Nicholl.  Singing River 
Chapter is honored to be able to support and encourage students furthering their education in the field of Food 
Service, Health, or Wellness . See picture on page 10.

SANDY heArN – A SChool NuTriTioN hero
Sandy Hearn, Vicksburg High School Cafeteria Manager, was honored as one of five National School Nutrition 
Heroes for 2016 at the School Nutrition Foundation Banquet during the SNA Legislative Action Conference in 
March, 2016.  She was recognized for the difference that she has made in the lives of students in her school.  See 
pictures on page 10.  It’s not too early to begin thinking about that extraordinary MSNA member who goes far 
above and beyond his or her responsibilities in school nutrition to make a difference in his or her school and/or 
community. Nomination criteria and nomination forms are available on the SNF website. Nominations are due in 
October 2016, but may be submitted now! 

rANKiN CouNTY SChool DiSTriCT reCeiVeS AWArDS
Rankin County School District is proud and honored to be receiving the Healthier United States School Challenge 
(HUSSC) for thirteen (13) schools. Schools receiving Silver are: Steen's Creek Elementary, Florence Elementary, 
McLaurin Elementary, McLaurin High School, Pelahatchie Elementary, Pelahatchie High School, Pisgah High School, 
Puckett Elementary, Richland Elementary, Richland High School, and Learning Center.  Pisgah Elementary and 
Richland Upper Elementary received Gold. These HUSSC awards are based on meeting the requirements for child 
nutrition, physical education and nutrition taught in the classrooms and snacks sold in the cafeteria and other 
school sites. The total amount awarded to Rankin County School District is $56,000.00. Congratulations to Rankin 
County School   District!!!!

ANNouNCiNG The 2016-2017 SNA ANNuAl MeMBerShiP CAMPAiGN!
Help SNA recruit new members and your reward could be a chance to win a VIP registration to ANC 2018 in Las 
Vegas!  Recruit five or more new members between June 1st, 2016 and May 31st, 2017 and you will automatically 
be entered into a drawing to win 1 of 5 VIP registrations to SNA’s 2018 Annual National Conference (ANC) in Las 
Vegas, NV.  For more details, please visit:  www.schoolnutrition.org/vegas.  

NATioNAl #SChool luNCh WeeK KiCKS off iN oCToBer!
Be sure to mark your calendars!  National School Lunch Week (NSLW) 2016 kicks off on October 10.  This year’s 
theme, “School Lunch: Show Your Spirit,” challenges students, staff and school officials to come together to show 
how much spirit they have for school lunch.  SNA provides many resources to help you promote your program: 
activity sheets for students, infographics for parents, customizable menu and press release templates and much 
more.  To learn how your school can join the celebration, visit www.schoolnutrition.org/NSLW
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MSNA PlATiNuM SPoNSorS 
SFSPAC, Inc.     
Prairie Farms

Total Equipment Maintenance Company, Inc.  
BakeCrafters, Inc. 

PMR
Advance Pierre

Crumbley Paper and Foodservice Company

MSNA SilVer SPoNSorS 
Marketing Agents South

The Wallin Group

MSNA BroNZe SPoNSorS 
Heartland School Systems

AND The SuPPorT of The iNDuSTrY ADViSorY BoArD
ChAirMAN - AlSToN SorY-  MArKeTiNG AGeNTS SouTh, iNC. 

MeMBerS
Tim Simmons -The Walliin Group      Chuck Ainsworth - SFSPac, Inc.
Louis Crumbley - Crumbley Paper Co.   Dave Grover - Grover Bros. Equip, Inc. 
Tammy Hollis Myrick - Prairie Farms   Rex Jenks - Plantation Food Service
Wanda McDowell - Super Bakery    Sylvia Forbes - Merchants Foodservice Co. 
Laurie Hearst - Hotel and Restaurant Supply Jay Angelo - Pro-Quip Equipment & Supplies
Dena Daniels – The Core Group   Jarri Vandiver – Paramount Marketing
Terri Brewer – ThermoKool

MSNA GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE SUPPORT OF THESE SPONSORS! 
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WhAT’S CoMiNG uP iN The 2017 MiSSiSSiPPi leGiSlATiVe SeSSioN!

The 2017 upcoming legislative session will be all about the budget. With major revenue shortfalls 
predicted and a federal lawsuit over the state's treatment of the mentally ill which could cost 
millions more a year, it's all about the budget. What does that mean for us? It could mean less 
money for public education. It could also mean legislators may look at ways to cut costs with the 
state's retirement system. We also need to fine tune how we go about getting parents, who can 
afford it, to pay for school lunches. With tight revenue projections and even shortfalls predicted, 
a good defense is always as good as our best offense. We'll also be looking at ways other states 
recoup monies parents owe for school lunches when they are tardy on payments. It's my honor to 
work for you and showcase the many positive things you do with your own shrinking budgets.

Donna Echols

Government relations and Consulting with Donna echols, Ph.D. (ABD)

Lobbying Firm - www.TheEcholsGroup.com

Office Facebook - www.facebook.com/EcholsGroup

Office Twitter - @4thBranchEchols
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Ballot for 2017-19 MSNA executive Board Members

Vice President 
laura Bounds -  Vicksburg Warren School District
Laura Bounds is the Child Nutrition Director for Vicksburg Warren School District, and is the past Director for Hancock County School 
District.  Laura has a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Southern Mississippi in Hotel and Restaurant Management. She also 
is a certified Culinary Chef. An actuve member of SNA and MSNA, Laura has served on the Steering Committee. She worked in the 
food service industry for the first 10 years of her career, which prepared her for the ever changing world of Child Nutrition and is 
prepared to meet the many challenges ahead for MSNA and Child Nutrition.

Treasurer
Ashley harris - Pascagoula/Gautier School District
Ashley Harris is Child Nutrition Director for Pascagoula-Gautier School District with previous experience as Assistant Director from 
2009-2013. Ashley was a Clinical Dietitian for 1.5 years before making a career change to Child Nutrition.  She is a Registered 
Dietitian with a Bachelor’s Degree in Nutrition and Dietetics and Master’s Degree in Nutrition and Food Systems from the University 
of Southern Mississippi.  Ashley currently serves as President for South Mississippi Child Nutrition Administrators Association and has 
experience as   Secretary/Treasurer for Singing River Chapter of MSNA.  She is on the MSNA steering committee and looks forward 
to serving for many years to come.    

State Agency Representative
April Catchings - April Catchings is a graduate of Tuskegee University with a B.S. Degree in Dietetics and a M.|S. Degree in Nutrition.  
April also received a Master of Public Health Degree from Jackson State University.  She has been employed with the Office of Child 
Nutrition since 2005 and is currently Director of Outreach.  

Regional Director Region 2
edward hill - West Bolivar School District
Edward H. Hill is the Child Nutrition Director for the West Bolivar Consolidated School District.  Edward is a proud alumnus of 
Mississippi Valley State University where he majored in Business Administration.   He has over 20 plus years in the food industry 
having been in food service majority of his career.  He has worked in Higher Ed as well as corporate with Compass Group- Thompson 
Hospitality, Aramark and private businesses dining.  He is a member of the MSNA and SNA.  He currently serves on the MSNA 
Steering Committee as the co-chair of Media/Public Relations and as Region 1 Representative for the Food Distribution Advisory 
Committee.    

Regional Director Region 4
Shantoura Spears - Natchez-Adams School District
Shantoura Spears is the School Foodservice Director for Natchez Adams School District. She has been there five years and previously 
was at Wilkerson County School District as the Foodservice Director.  Shantoura has her Bachelor’s Degree from the University of 
Southern Mississippi and a Master’s Degree in Administration from the University of Phoenix.  She is an active member of MSNA and 
has been on the Steering Committee.

Single Unit Representative
Margaret Cox- forest Municipal School District
Margaret Cox is the manager at Forest High School for Forest Municipal School District.  Margaret is an active member of MS School 
Nutrition Association.  She started in Child Nutrition in 2006. After serving as a food service tech, Margaret was trained to be the 
cashier advancing on to assistant manager. In 2013, she became high school manager. She is the mother of five children, grandmother 
of six, and an active, involved member of Little Rock Baptist Church. Margaret is running for Single Chair Unit and if elected, she 
will be honored to serve MSNA to the best of her ability.

School District owned (or State Agency owned) Membership (SDM) is an alternative to standard 
individual memberships and designed to make it easier for school districts to pay for memberships and allow their 
employees to enjoy the many benefits of SNA membership.

A SDM is a membership that is owned by a school district in the name of an individual and is transferable to another 
employee in the same membership category if the original assignee leaves the district. This is not one membership 
for an entire district, but separate memberships that are transferrable. SDMs receive all the same benefits as an 
individual member at the same price as individual membership dues (Note: SDM is not available for the Student, 
Retired and Affiliate membership categories). SDM can be used for new and renewing memberships and SNA will work 
with districts to align existing expiration dates so that all SDMs expire at the same time.
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Check Your Calendar

SePTeMBer 27, 2016
BancorpSouth Conference 

Center, MS
MSNA executive Board Meeting 

9 AM

industry Advisory Board Meeting 
1 PM

Steering Committee Meeting
2 PM

oCToBer 1, 2016
Scholarship Deadline

oCToBer 10-14, 2016
National School lunch Week  

Add www.schoolnutrition-ms.org to your favorites and check it out routinely for the latest news about MSNA!   

47th MSNA Annual Conference
November	10-12,	2016	•	Tupelo,	Mississippi

MAKe Your PlANS NoW To ATTeND


