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 Jeremy’s Networking Corner  

Wow, it’s hard to believe that we’re fast approaching the end of summer and about to begin Fall Se-

mester 2020. The first half of the year has proven to be a very challenging year for MSNA Members 

dealing with this Pandemic. This year is already shaping up to become a record year for dealing with 

changes and challenges as we know it. MSNA has never experienced such a challenging and wide 

spread occurrence. We have had numerous cancelled meeting, learned to use Zoom for virtual 

meetings, and discovered alternate methods in order to feed our students. One thing I have to say 

about our members is that we always rise to the challenge. To see how quickly our programs 

switched for the NSLP to SFSP to feed kids during the shutdown, was amazing. Our members are a cut above and will always 

take care of the children of Mississippi. As your new President, I couldn’t be happier with the way our members rose to the 

challenge. Nothing like starting the new school year off dealing with a Pandemic!  I hope everyone is doing well and experi-

encing an exhilarating start for 2020.  

Let us get down to business; In January, I attended the School Nutrition Industry Conference in Palm Springs, California. In-

dustry Conference differs from most other national conferences in that operators and industry members collaborate on strat-

egy, vision and growth for school nutrition. The opportunities to engage and network with others is a significant benefit at 

Industry Conference. One of the most important aspects of this conference is it’s potential to provide a high level of profes-

sional development. I also had the distinguished opportunity to represent MSNA by participating in a Learning Circle which 

was new to SNIC this year. It was an honor to be selected to represent MSNA on this National Level.  In March, I attended 

LAC, in Washington, DC; at the beginning of this Pandemic. I’m very thankful we made it and were able to complete the con-

ference. What a tremendous experience it is to advocate for Child Nutrition on behalf of MSNA. A special thanks to Armer 

Moore, our PP&L Chair for organizing our visit to the Capital and leading us on our “Charge The Hill”.    

I was looking forward to seeing you all at MSNA 2020 Nutrition Education Seminar and Leadership Conference but unfortu-

nately we had to cancel due to the Pandemic. Our Nutrition Education Committee had a wonderful Seminar lined up for 

members, so I would like to thank them for their hard work. Also, we had to cancel and reschedule the MSNA State Confer-

ence “All Shook Up” in November to April 15-17th 2021. I’m hopeful that we’ll be back to some kind of normalcy by then and 

be able to provide State Conference for our members.      

In closing, this year will be our greatest challenge to reopening schools, 

feeding students and daily life. I know our members will persevere and 

meet the challenges. As your new President of MSNA, I’m committed to 

meeting these challenges and continuing to make MSNA stronger for all 

of our members.     Thanks for allowing me to serve as your MSNA Presi-

dent. I appreciate the work all of you do on a daily basis, while we  serve 

our most precious assets; our students of the great state of Mississippi  

“Patience, Persistence, and Perspiration make an unbeatable combina-

tion for success” –Napoleon Hill  

Jeremy Berry,  MSNA President 

Lincoln County Child Nutrition Director 
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Gems by Jimmy 
 
As we start a new year, it may seem a little different. The pandemic has changed 
many aspects of our lives and has definitely changed the way we provide meals 
to our students. However, let us stay strong and do what we can to get through 
this. Be accepting of the changes in regulations and the way of not doing 
“business as usual”.  Lastly, know that this too shall pass. We will get through this 
and come out better in the end. Let us continue to serve our children the best 
meals and continue to encourage them while going through this pandemic.  
We will get through this TOGETHER! 
 
Jimmy Buchanan 
President- Elect, MSNA 
Copiah County Schools Child Nutrition Director 

KEBA’S KORNER 
 
Greetings, MSNA Members! I am so excited to serve as your 2020-2021 MSNA Vice 
President. This year will prove to be a great year even in the midst of the uncertain 
times in which we currently face. It was the great Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who said 
it best, “The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of com-
fort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” 
There is no doubt as to the challenges that the pandemic has forced upon every 
school nutrition stakeholder over the past few months – from farmers, food proces-
sors, and industry partners to state agency personnel, school/district administrators, 
and even foodservice employees - right there on the front lines of it all. Yes, we’ve all 
been impacted; however, I believe that even in the face of the COVID-19 crisis, we 
shall rise as an association, as child nutrition professionals, and as unique individuals stronger, wiser, and 
better than ever before.  
The key is to remain positive, be resourceful, and connect with our fellow school nutrition colleagues. Now 
more than ever, we need one another for encouragement, support, ideas, and solutions as we work to-
gether to advance our profession and accomplish the great mission of nourishing our future leaders. As 
members of MSNA, let’s do just that – let’s stay connected. Although our meetings may be more virtual in 
presence, let’s stay committed and actively involved in the Association’s programs and initiatives. Let’s 
move forward together to advocate for school nutrition flexibility policies while maintaining strong nutri-
tion standards in the meals we serve so that our students are excited to dine with us.  Together we can, 
together we will, because together we’re better!   
 
Keba Laird, RDN, SNS 
MSNA Vice President 
Clinton Public Schools  Child Nutrition Supervisor III 
   



MSNA 51st Annual Conference Moved to April 15-17, 2021 
 

MSNA had conferences scheduled when CoVid 19 changed our 
lives.  School districts became virtual learning centers, meeting 
sizes were limited, travel stopped, and we added new words to 
our vocabulary.  First MSNA had to cancel the Nutrition Educa-
tion Seminar to be held at Lake Terrace Conference Center in 
Hattiesburg in April.  Next came the decision to cancel the 
MSNA Leadership Conference in June as well as the MSNA Fun 
Run and 5K Walk and Run.   
The MSNA Executive Board learned that other state associa-
tions were canceling annual conferences in the spring, summer, 
and fall.  SNA made the decision to cancel the SNA Annual Con-
ference in Nashville.   
After discussion, surveys of members and industry partners, and the uncertain outlook the MSNA Executive 
Board made the decision to move the date of the 51st MSNA Annual Conference from November 5-7, 2020, 
to April 15-17, 2021. We felt that this move was best considering the uncertainties about COVID-19 and the 
health and safety of our members and industry partners. The site will still be the BancorpSouth Arena and 
Conference Center in Tupelo, MS. Every effort will be made to provide a safe environment for all attendees 
and industry partners. Further information about the agenda and registration will be sent out in the fall. We 
hope to see you at “All Should Up”, our April Conference!!!   

Website:  schoolnutrition-ms.org Email :  msnaorg@gmail.com        
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/SNAMississippi  
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MSNA Virtual Executive Board Installation 

Installation of the MSNA Executive Board for the incoming year occurs at the MSNA Leadership Conference held each year in June.  

CoVid 19 travel restrictions and meeting size requirements forced the cancellation of the Leadership Conference including the 

 

installation.  At a virtual MSNA Executive Board Meeting, the 

decision was made to install the 2020-21 MSNA Executive Board 

in a virtual session on June 14, 2020.  Kenny Coker, Itawamba 

County Child Nutrition Director, agreed to organize the event. 

The installation ceremony was held at Marketing Agents South 

via Zoom. Past President Kenny Coker began by thanking Presi-

dent Laura Bounds and other members of the 2019-20 MSNA 

Executive Board for their service.  He welcomed new Executive 

Board Members.  Members in all positions were installed.  Part 

of the ceremony included the passing of the gavel from Presi-

dent Laura Bounds to the incoming President Jeremy Berry. In 

addition, Jimmy Buchanan was installed as President Elect and 

Keba Laird as Vice President at the virtual session. Our thanks to 

Alston Sory with Marketing Agents South for providing a site for 

the installation.    

A list of MSNA Executive Board members is on Page  5 .  

From left to right:  2020-21 Board Members:  Doris Schneider-

Executive Secretary, Keba Laird-Vice President,  Jimmy Buchan-

nan-President Elect,  Jeremy Berry-President, and Laura Bounds

-Past President.   
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Region IV – Southwest - Marc Rowe 

Jackson Public Schools 

 

Region V – Coast - Lolita Burton 

Forrest County School District 

 

Standing Committee Chairs (Non-voting) 

Communications - April Catchings 

Office of Child Nutrition – MDE 

 

Membership - Shirley Price 

Lincoln County School District  

 

Nominating - Brad Barlow, RD 

Harrison County School District 

 

Nutrition Standards - Kenny Coker 

Itawamba County School District 

 

Professional Development 

Pam Kirby 

Rankin County School District 

 

Public Policy and Legislation 

Armer Moore 

Forest Municipal School District 

 

Resolutions/Bylaws 

Mary A. Hill, SNS 

 

Non-Voting Positions 

State Director - Scott Clements Office of Child Nutrition – MDE  

 

Past President - Laura Bounds 

Vicksburg Warren School District 

 

MASA Representative 

Sue Ellen Codding,- SNS McComb School District 

 

MS-AND Representative   

Ashley Harris, RD, SNS- Jackson County School District  

 

SNF State Ambassador  

Pamela Boothe George -North Panola School District 

 

President - Jeremy Berry, SNS 

Lincoln County School District  

 

President Elect - Jimmy Buchanan 

Copiah County School District 

 

Vice President - Keba Laird, RD, SNS 

Clinton Public School District 

 

Secretary - Ashley Harris, RD, SNS 

Jackson County School District  

 

Treasurer - Wanda Brandon 

Hinds County School District 

 

Executive Secretary-Doris Schneider, RD 

 

Section Chairman  (Voting Members) 

Single Unit - Darlene Birdsong 

Vicksburg-Warren School District 

 

District Director - Valerie Weivoda, RD, SNS 

Lee County School District 

 

State Agency - Bill Urban 

Office of Child Nutrition – MDE  

 

College Personnel- Patrick Butler  

Institute of Child Nutrition 

 

Industry Advisory Board - Alston Sory 

Marketing Agents South 

 

Parliamentarian - Rena Pritchard 

Holmes County School District 

 

Regional Directors  (Voting Members) 

Region I – Northeast - Alex Hallmark, RD 

 

Region II – Delta - Shenika Newson 

Cleveland School District 

 

Region III – Central - Vivian McGarrity, RD 

Scott County School District 

Mississippi School Nutrition Association—2020-21 Executive Board 
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Annual SNA and MSNA Awards 
 

Each year, SNA and MSNA members can submit 
nominations for various awards of the year.  This 
year Mississippi School Nutrition Association has 
two members that have been honored at the 
state and the national level.   Christell Hicks is 
the MSNA Director of the Year and Shannon 
Scarborough is the MSNA Manager of the Year.    
 

Christell Hicks MSNA Director of the 
Year! 

 
Clinton Public School’s Director of Child Nutrition 
Christell Hicks has been named as the Mississippi 
School Nutrition Association’s Director of the 
Year.  Past President Hicks has been part of child 
nutrition for 16 years, serving in various forms 
across the state.  She has served as the Clinton 
Public School District’s Child Nutrition Director 
since 2017 and was recently MSNA’s acting pres-
ident.  Christell Hicks continues to serve MSNA in 
other roles!  
 
  
“Mrs. Hicks is very worthy of this award,” Clinton’s Superintendent Dr. Tim Martin said.  “She sets the exam-
ple that everyone in the child nutrition department follows, and she embodies the district’s vision of 
‘Excellence is the Only Option’ on a daily basis.” 
  
Each year, members of the MSNA nominate their peers for the Director of the Year award who meet the cri-
teria for the honor.  The MSNA will recognized Hicks during its annual conference. 
  
State award winners are honored during the Red Carpet Ceremony at the School Nutrition Association’s An-
nual National Conference. However, due to the national COVD-19 pandemic, the event was canceled. Hon-
orees were recognized in a special digital edition posted on the SNA website.  . 
  
Dr. Martin added the award reflects positively on the dedication of the entire child nutrition department who 
distributed lunches weekly to students and parents while school was out due to the pandemic.  

MSNA Goes Virtual 

MSNA has joined many other organizations in going virtual.  Since in-person board meetings were canceled, 

MSNA has held several board meetings via Zoom.   We learned to mute.  Voting takes place using the chat 

option.  The MSNA Executive Board was installed in a virtual session. To view the installation go to:   

https://m.facebook.com/SNAMississippi/?ref=bookmarks   

https://m.facebook.com/SNAMississippi/?ref=bookmarks
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Shannon Scarborough has been a Child Nutrition Worker and Manager for the past 13 years in the Harrison 
County School District.  Shannon has served as Cafeteria Manager for a 1,000 student middle school and 
most recently a 500 student rural elementary school. She exudes customer satisfaction from her detailed 
quality control efforts.  Recently, the nominee voluntarily started the SNA Certification process after reading 
about it in the SN magazine and quickly achieved level 4. She now has her sights set on the SNS exam to fur-
ther her career in the industry. Through attending local chapter meetings, Shannon understands the im-
portance of the State and National Association for career advancement. 
 
Shannon has had close ties with Child Nutrition for an exceptionally long time; her mother is a 35-year CN 
Veteran, serving in roles at the School Level and Central Office Administration.  She leads the large district in 
creativeness and frequency of promotions.  From School Breakfast Week to Dr. Seuss Day, her students not 
only get an inspired treat on the serving lines but decorations and costumes are often used to transform the 
cafeteria into a fun carnival environment. 
Shannon has mentored several certified managers through her Cafeteria that have become Assistant Man-
agers throughout the district. She inspires coworkers to run the cafeteria flawlessly, even when she is absent 
or must step away for training. As with any strong leader, Shannon accepts mistakes as learning opportuni-
ties. An immediate result of her strong leadership has been low turnover despite past budget cuts and 
stalled raises. 
 
Brad Barlow, RD—Child Nutrition Director—Harrison County School District.   
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Mississippi State Plan of Action for 2020-2021 
 

Goal: Professional Development 

Objective:  

To continue the development of the availability of resources and opportunities for MSNA members to succeed and/or 
exceed professional standards; including ethics standards. 

Strategies:   

Provide the SNA Ethics Course for school nutrition professionals in MSNA members in accessible manner. 

 Nutrition Standards Committee 

Provide opportunities and resources to MSNA members to prepare for the SNS Credentialing Exam.  

  Professional Development Committee 

Goal:  Advocacy and Public Image 

Objective:  

To continue the positive promotion and recognition of MSNA members including additional advocacy support to drive 
policy change. 

Strategies: 

To continue the development of a statewide public relations plan for members on each level. 

Communications Committee 

Contact elected officials to share SNA and MSNA positions and gain their support. 

PPL Committee 

Universal meals in light of COVID-19  

Promote the image of Mississippi Child Nutrition programs by showcasing Best Practices at Conferences and on 
MSNA website and other social media platforms.  

  Regional Directors and Professional Development Committee  

Continue efforts to promote Director, Manager and Employee of the Year.   

  Professional Development Committee 

Goal: Membership and Community  

Objective: 

The continued increase of membership of 3% increase from last year’s goal.  Also, we would like to see a 1.5% increase 
in local state chapters’ increase. 

Membership Committee 

Strategies: 

Continue to evolve a state recognition program to recognize our Industry Representatives that have been confer-
ence exhibitors and MSNA Sustaining Industry Members for five or more years.   

  Communications Committee 

Increase awareness of the School Nutrition Foundation and how it can benefit MSNA members.  

Scholarship opportunities  

Goals: Governance and Operations 

Objective: 

To focus on the efficiency of molding future leadership and the continued development resources for MSNA.  

Strategies: 

Develop and identify potential sources for new revenue for MSNA during COVID-19.  

  MSNA Executive Committee 
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Meridian Child Nutrition Programs Uses Mobile Meal Bus to Deliver Meals 
 
Meridian Child Nutrition Programs with its new mobile Meal bus distributed breakfast and lunch during the 
Summer Food Service Program to over 1000 students.  These students were unable to access the “Grab and 
Go” feeding sites on their own.  The bright and colorful bus sporting the words “Feeding the Future” loaded 
up meals each day at Oakland Heights Elementary School and distributed meals throughout the city.  
 
Louise McPhee, Child Nutri-
tion Director for Meridian 
Public School District, has 
great plans for the bus.  She 
says that “We want the 
children to know that this is 
our bus, that it is an exten-
sion of our cafeteria, and it 
is a safe place for them”.  
Information about where to 
find the bus can be found 
on the Meridian Public 
School District website un-
der the Child Nutrition Tab.   
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New Mississippi Child Nutrition Directors 

Some Mississippi School Districts have new Child Nutrition Directors.  Since the OCN State Conference was 

virtual due to CoVid 19 meeting them in person was not an option.   Reach out to the new Child Nutrition 

Directors below and make them welcome and tell them about MSNA and SNA.   

Biloxi School District: Vanesa Ladnier  
Booneville School District: Shelby Sweatt  
Hinds County School District: Sharon Harris   
Kosciusko School District: Laura Carraway   
Laurel School District: Leander Bridges   
Lawrence County School District: Karen Hathorn   
Lowndes County School District: Andrew Matthews   
Madison County School District: Stephany Griebler    (Madison County Food Service Management Company) 
Okolona School District: Vanetta Sykes   
Prentiss Christian School: Homer Hollaway   
South Pike School District: Charlene Hackett   
Stone County School District:  Jacklyn Ladner Parker 
Sunflower Consolidated School District: Scherrie Payne   
St. Patrick Catholic School (Meridian): Hollie Sanders 
Tishomingo County School District: Amy Cornelius  
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MSNA NEEDS YOU!  
  
The following positions will be on the ballot during the election 
as the rescheduled 51st Annual Conference this April: 
  
-Vice President (Pre-Requisite for President-Elect & President) 
-Treasurer 
-Regional Director, Delta Region 
-Regional Director, Southwest Region 
-Section Chairperson, Single Unit 
-State Agency 
  
If you are considering sharing your leadership abilities by running for office or have ques-
tions regarding the level of commitment, please contact Brad Barlow, Nominating Com-
mittee Chair, at bbarlow@harrison.k12.ms.us 

Positions are for a two year term (except for Vice President) from August 1, 2021, to July 31, 
2022.   

mailto:bbarlow@harrison.k12.ms.us
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School Nutrition Food Truck – Arrived  
Thursday, June 4, 2020 

 

After a year process, Forrest County School District’s 
School Nutrition welcomed the arrival of their Food 
Truck on Thursday, June 4, 2020.  The Food Truck is a 
state of the art mobile cafeteria ready to serve chil-
dren. The Food Truck’s purpose is to cater to the NSLP, 
NSBP and Summer Feeding Program.  The arrival of the 
food truck is truly a blessing for Forrest County Schools 
to better serve the children during the pandemic of 
COVID-19.  In efforts to continue to boost participation 
in the School Nutrition programs, the Food Truck will 
definitely spark another exciting way for children to 
engage when receiving their school meals. Forrest 
County School District is meeting the children where 
they are to provide a cool, healthy experience. The 
Food Truck will rotate throughout the district to pro-
vide meals. Let’s talk about curbside!!! Just look at the 
photos.  Below are pictures of the  food truck and 
some staff members and of the inside of the truck! 
 
Lolita Burton, 
Child Nutrition Director, Forrest County School District 
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Pascagoula-Gautier School District Staff Prepares   

Meals  for Their Students 

A Heartfelt Thanks!  

As many of you know, in March 2020, 

school districts across America closed our 

doors to students due to COVID-19 out-

break.  Many Child Nutrition Departments 

across our state answered the call and 

served meals to our communities in the 

middle of a national quarantine.  There was 

no guidance, no instruction manual, no 

safety plan.  In an instant, school nutrition 

workers across America became essential 

employees while everyone else was at 

home.   

THANK YOU to all the dedicated child nutri-

tion employees in our great state of Missis-

sippi!      

Sarah Busby, MS, RD 

Child Nutrition Director,  Pascagoula-

Gautier SD 
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School Nutrition – COVID 19  
 

Forrest County School District served over 100,000 school breakfast and/or lunch meals from March 2020 
through June 2020 to students across the district due to COVID-19. School Nutrition employees worked hard and 
together as essential workers to ensure children were receiving a healthy, school meal daily. It was exhausting, 
but it took a team of many to prevail over the many challenges facing  child nutrition staff during COVID-19.          
 
Lolita Burton, Child Nutrition Director, Forrest County School District 
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Jackson County is Ready to do Whatever It Takes to Serve Healthy Meals to Students  

 As children go back to the classroom, Child Nutrition Programs are figuring out how to best serve 
healthy meals during a global pandemic.  Ashley Harris is the Child Nutrition Director for the Jackson County 
School District. Currently, students in the district have the option to attend virtually or attend traditional clas-
ses.  Jackson County School District received a waiver from the Mississippi Department of Education, Office of 
Child Nutrition to be able to serve breakfast and lunch, at the same time, to the students who are attending 
classes virtually. Each site is open 30 minutes before the first scheduled lunch. During that allotted time, the 
virtual students or parents pick up their breakfast and lunch meals. They are served a lunch that includes an 
entrée, two vegetables, fruit, and milk and a bookmark that contains information about food safety. Planning 
together Harris and her staff decided it would be easier to do the daily pick up, due to forecasting and meal 
preparation. The students also like this option because they will receive a hot meal every day.  

 Students who attend classes on campus come to 
the cafeteria to pick up their meals in a traditional man-
ner.  The superintendent wanted students eating in a 
traditional setting that was as normal as possible.  Mrs. 
Harris and her team made sure that was able to hap-
pen. By staggering lunch times, the cafeteria is only 
filled to half capacity.   Some classes choose to come in, 
get their meals, and eat outside or in the classroom. 
When classes do choose to eat in the cafeteria, there 

are two empty seats between each student. The tables and seats are also cleaned between each class. When 
possible, the student’s meals are being served on hard trays. If classes want to take their meals outside the 
cafeteria, they are served on disposable trays. The amount of garbage it creates and environmental impact, 
the increased cost, as well as the time it takes to package each meal are reasons staff at Jackson County 
School District chose to use the to-go boxes, cups, and lids, unless necessary. 

 In addition to keeping the children safe, the foodservice staff are doing what they can to protect 
themselves from getting sick. Social distancing guidelines are different for each site, due to the different 
kitchen layouts. Mrs. Harris said the most difficult part is 
receiving groceries. For example, when they are stock- ing 
shelves in the pantry and freezer or helping each other lift 
heavy boxes, it is hard to remain socially distanced. The 
staff members are aware even in these situations to do 
what they can to follow the guidelines. Everyone has 
their own workspace and must wear a mask at all 
times. The staff members also set a timer to wash 
their hands every thirty minutes, to help with infection con-
trol.  

 It is a difficult time for everyone in the indus- try. 
Mrs. Harris stated, “We always overcome. This is not the 
first time we have had a major change or something we 
had to adapt to. We always figure it out.” No one 
knows what the future holds, but Mrs. Harris and her 
team are ready to do whatever it takes to serve 
healthy meals to the students, in Jackson County 
School District.  

Alana Clinton, Dietetic Intern, Stony Brook University 
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Vicksburg-Warren School District Delivers 713,000 Meals in Five Months  

Since March, Ms. Laura Bounds and her team have been busy serving delicious meals to students in the Vicksburg-
Warren School District. When Ms. Bounds left for her spring break, she never dreamed that a week later she would 
be faced with the daunting task of delivering breakfast and lunch to students who were studying at home. During 
emergency status, they prepared from two elementary school sites nearly 6,000 meals daily. The meals were pack-
aged, placed in coolers, and loaded onto thirty school buses. These buses took the meals to bus stops throughout 
the district where students could pick up their breakfast and lunch. At the start, things were very tense. “That first 
day, it was a whole lot of praying” recounted Ms. Bounds. She continued “This experience with COVID relief definite-
ly changed people’s outlooks. I think that their outlooks are evolving as this whole situation evolves.” In the kitchen, 
a blended staff, from cafeterias across the district, helped prepare the meals. The school district provided bus driv-
ers, and everyone pitched in to help, including coaches, teachers, teacher assistants, secretaries, and Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO) Volunteers. The smallest bus served 50-75 students. Ms. Bounds’ bus fed an average of 600 chil-
dren every day. During the emergency service, over 100,000 meals were served.  

School for students in the Vicksburg-Warren District ended May 26th, but their need for healthy meals did not. On 
the first Monday of June, the Summer Feeding Program began. Ms. Bounds and her team continued to prepare 
meals for the students. During this time period, workdays were between 16 and 18 hours. According to Ms. Bounds, 
everyone ran on adrenaline and caffeine. Memorial Day and the 4th of July were the only days, during the summer, 
that meals were not delivered to students. The Summer Feeding Program ended on July 17th. During the Summer 
Feeding period, they served an average of 6,200 meals each day. On the busiest day, 8,000 meals were served. From 
March to July, the two elementary school sites, that normally serve about 1,000 meals per day, produced over 
713,000 meals for children in the school district. “Child Nutrition is a field that does not get a lot of notoriety in what 
we do every day. Those child nutrition professionals were on the front line. We were feeding students who would 
not have the opportunity to eat, if we didn’t do what we did”, recounted Ms. Bounds. Ms. Bounds also reflected on 
the priceless opportunity she had to be able to get out into the neighborhoods in her school district and the refined 
perspective she has for her community. “These were opportunities to grow and for us to learn from”, she said.  

Starting this fall, Vicksburg-Warren School district has given students the option to attend school on-site or virtually. 
The school district sent out a Google form to parents whose children will be attending school virtually. This form 
asked if they wanted meals for their children. Due to a large portion of the parents responding with “yes”, these stu-
dents will also receive 
breakfast and lunch. The 
Mississippi Department of 
Education and the United 
States Department of Agri-
culture does not require 
meals to be delivered to 
students who are attending 
school online, but Ms. 
Bounds and her team feel 
that it is the right thing to 
do for their community. Ms. 
Bounds created her menu 
to serve both on-site and 
virtual students. Pre-K 
through 12th grade will have 
two entrée choices and at 
least one choice can be 
loaded on the bus and meet 
the proper health codes.  

Alana Clinton, Dietetic Intern, Stony Brook University  
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Forest Municipal and Scott County School Districts Work Together 

There may be rivalry between athletic teams in Forest Municipal and Scott County School Districts, but there 
is only friendship between the two Child Nutrition Directors. Mrs. Vivian McGarrity, Child Nutrition Director - 
Scott County School District, and Mrs. Armer Moore, Child Nutrition Director - Forest Municipal School Dis-
trict. These two have been friends for years and greatly appreciate the knowledge gained from each other. 
While they are directors for different districts, their offices are just a few miles apart. Since Forest is in Scott 
County, a lot of the families in both districts are friends and go to church together. The two districts also 
share a vocational technology center. To keep confusion down, Mrs. Moore and Mrs. McGarrity try to do 
things as similarly as possible.  

“It is always good to talk to someone else. It’s great to 
hear another person’s opinions or thoughts because you 
can come up with new ideas,” states Mrs. Moore. While 
the two talk regularly and share ideas, they do not always 
end up serving their students the same. One example is 
how they have served their students during the pandem-
ic. Since Forest is a city school, it was possible for Mrs. 
Moore to deliver meals to her students via buses. She has 
been able to prepare hot meals and take them to bus 
stops throughout the district. Due to their start date being 
pushed back, Mrs. Moore is still delivering meals to her 
students with buses. The Scott County School District be-
gan their hybrid schedule, with “A” and “B” days on Au-
gust 11th. Mrs. McGarrity is feeding a combination of 
meal types. Hot meals are served to students who are on 
campus for the day. Grab and go meals are prepared and 
sent home with students who will attend classes virtually 
the following day. During the spring and summer, stu-
dents in Scott County School District were able to pick up their meals at the school cafeteria. There was 
great participation through the month of May. As schedules and start dates continue to change, these two 
colleagues will continue to bounce ideas off each other and make the best decisions possible for their stu-
dents.  

The two ladies also communicate with other Child Nutrition Directors in the state using resources such as a 
Facebook group, group chats, and calls with other child nutrition professionals. Mrs. Moore said, “As hu-
mans we get into the same routine, but having relationships with other people, especially in the same field, 
can help you think of creative ways to do things.” Mrs. Moore was set to retire this year, but when the pan-

demic hit, she could not leave. “That is a testament to 
the person she is and her character,” stated Mrs. McGar-
rity. By encouraging one another and working together, 
these two ladies are doing what they can to get healthy 
meals to their students.  

Top picture is Scott County staff preparing to-go meals.  
The bottom picture includes Forest Superintendent, Dr. 
Karen Norwood , helping delivering meals on the bus.   

Alana Clinton, Dietetic Intern, Stony Brook University 
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Feeding Children during the Pandemic  
Greenville Public School District has been feeding children since the outbreak of COVID-19. We understand the necessity of provid-
ing healthy meals for children during this pandemic. As essential workers it is important to continue to serve this community. The 
traditional way of providing meals was gone. There were new challenges, but we managed to feed children safely with grab and go 
breakfast and lunch; kids came to the entrance door to receive meals and/or parents drove up and meals were taken to the cars. 
We served meals three days a week and made sure kids had enough for all five days by supplying them with multiple meals on two 
days. We placed food safety notes in bags so kids/parents will know how to keep food safe for the next day. Between March – June 
2020 we served between 1300-1600 meals weekly. We took precautions by disinfecting and sanitizing throughout the day, wearing 
masks, washing hands properly, using hand sanitizers, wearing gloves and social distancing. Some of the tasks were routine be-
cause as food service workers, food safety is always a top priority. Below are some pictures of  staff preparing and delivering meals. 
I praise my team for their dedication to the boys and girls of this community.  
 
Patricia Allen 
Director of Child Nutrition Programs  
Greenville Public School District 
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Lee County Schools Served “Virtual” Students  

Lee County School District served drive-thru grab-n-go meals during school closure March 23 - June 30th 
starting with 6 sites and ending with 5. We served a total of 135,432 child meals and sold a total of 846 adult 
meals. For Easter Holiday, we dyed eggs and gave them out in their meal bags, and throughout the program, 
we printed activity sheets that we put in their meal bags. During this time period, we received donations of 
goods and monies, including plastic bags from Walmart, CVS, Celebrate Friday, May 1, 2020 
Newell Paper Company, and Todd's Grocery; paper bags from Monts Paper Company, Newell Paper Compa-
ny, and Todd's Grocery; cases of water and bags of chips from Chick-Fil-A; $214 in public donations & a $500 
donation from Renasant Bank; a $4,000 grant from The Dairy Alliance; and a $1,500 grant from the School 
Nutrition Foundation. We also received cases of toilet paper from Newell Paper Company and gave one roll 
per vehicle with the food! We are very proud of our hard work and dedication to the community during this 
time when so many needed us to step up for their families.  
Valerie Weivoda, RD, SNS,  Child Nutrition Director, Lee County Schools 

Celebrating School Hero Day!   
 
Between preparing healthy meals for America’s stu-
dents, adhering to strict nutrition standards, navi-
gating student food allergies, and offering service with 
a smile, school nutrition professionals are true heroes.  
May 1, 2020, is School Lunch Hero Day, a chance to 
showcase the difference school nutrition professionals 
make for every child who comes through the cafeteria 
The principals, teachers, students, and parents at Lee 
County School District showed the child nutrition staff 
at Lee County School District much they were appreci-
ated.   
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SNA Training for You and Your Team  
 
Looking for training for you and your team? Sign up for SNA’s upcoming Back to School webinars here. SNA 
has selected top-rated on-demand webinars and online courses to help with your Back to School training 
plans. Remember, all webinars are free for SNA members so be sure to take advantage of this benefit!  
Webinars Recommended for Directors and Managers:  
• Dining Guide for School Meals in the Classroom  
• Motivating Yourself and Your Team When Change is Obvious: Tips to Inspire Success During Uncertain 
Times  
• Adjusting to Remote Work During COVID-19: Tools for Virtual Conferencing  
• COVID-19 Reality: Leading a Team in a Virtual World  
• Produce in a Pandemic: Providing Children with Fresh Fruits and Vegetables During COVID-19 School Clo-
sures 
 • Best of #NLC19 Tough Talking: Initiating and Managing Difficult Discussions  
• Take a Fresh Look at Community Eligibility • Procurement Do's and Don'ts for Operators  
 
Recommended for the entire team:  
• Building Resilience & Promoting Mental Health During Challenging Times  
• COVID-19 Series: Tips for Effective Communication with Your Community During COVID-19 School Closures  
• In a Crazy World…There are Simple Solutions for Positive Communication  
• Gimme Some Feedback: Preventing Conflicts Through Constructive Feedback  
 
Ask the Expert: Food Allergies Edition SNA series of Food Safety Webinars with experts at Kansas State Uni-
versity’s Center for Food Safety in Child Nutrition Programs:  
• Rewind & Repeat: Science-Based Basics to Food Safety: Q&A Session  
• Rewind & Repeat: Science-Based Basics to Food Safety: Part II  
• Rewind & Repeat: Science-Based Basics to Food Safety, Part I  
 
Also, take advantage of great members-only pricing on top sessions from ANC 2019, SNA’s financial manage-
ment train-the-trainer program, culinary skills programming, ethics training and our popular back to school 
virtual series for directors.  
 

New School Meal Bills Introduced  
 
All school nutrition-related bills and legislation can be found on SNA’s Action Network. Three (3) new Federal 
bills impacting school nutrition programs were introduced in July 2020:  
• Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez (NY-07) introduced H.R.7764, the Child Nutrition Relief Act of 2020. The legisla-

tion would allow USDA to extend all COVID-19 emergency school feeding waivers through June 30, 2021.  
• Rep. Antonio Delgado (NY-19) and Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner (WI-5) introduced H.R. 7831, the Small Farm 

to School Act of 2020.  
• Rep. Robert C. “Bobby” Scott (VA-03) introduced H.R.7887, the Pandemic Child Hunger Prevention Act  
 

SNA has great resources  for SNA members on Corona Virus.  Check out website link below:  
https://schoolnutrition.org/covid19/  

https://schoolnutrition.org/covid19/
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Outstanding Dietitian of the Year Award ~ Keba Laird 
 
Each year at the Mississippi Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, members are 
recognized with various awards.   One of this years honorees was Keba Laird, 
one of our MSNA Members and our MSNA Vice President.  Keba Laird is the 
Nutrition Supervisor and School Health Coordinator for Clinton (MS) Public 
School District. In this role she works hard to help staff produce high quality 
meals for their customers that meet federal, state and local nutrition stand-
ards. Her manner with staff, students and school administrators is never aus-
tere or harsh, always open and acting as a mentor and guide. 
 
In her role of School Health Coordinator for the school district, Mrs. Laird ed-
ucates school staff, administration, which indirectly influences the students, 
about health and wellness practices. She also continues to educate herself, 
recently attaining the School Nutrition Specialist certification and she is cur-
rently enrolled in the Doctoral program for Education Leadership at Mississip-
pi College. 
 
Mrs. Laird serves as a preceptor for dietetic interns during their school food service rotations. The interns are 
able to experience hands-on school food service by working in the school kitchen. In addition, Mrs. Laird 
makes sure to involve the interns in nutrient analysis processes and administrative responsibilities involved 
in Child Nutrition Programs. 

Registered Dietitians on MSNA Executive Board  

The Mississippi School Nutrition Association (MSNA) inducted the 2020-2021 Executive Board on June 14, 2020. As 

with so many meetings these days, the installation had to be virtual, through Zoom. We are so proud of all the regis-

tered dietitians on the MSNA 2020-2021 Executive Board: 

Keba Laird, MBA, RDN, SNS – Vice 

President 

Ashley Harris, MS, RDN, SNS – Sec-

retary and MS-AND Representa-

tive 

Valerie Weivoda, MS, RDN, LD, SNS 

– District Director Section Chair-

man 

Alex Hallmark, MS, RDN, SNS - Re-

gion I Director – Northeast 

Vivian McGarrity, RD, LS - Region III 

Director – Central 

Brad Barlow, MS, RDN – Nominating 

Committee Chairman 

Doris Schneider, MS, RD – Executive 

Secretary 

Lydia West, MPH, RDN 

MS-AND Delegate  
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Purchasing Update from Bill Urban, Division Director, OCN 
 

Distributors have most food items and are filling orders at 100% with a 
few exceptions. One of the exceptions is shelf stable juices, the vegeta-
ble juices. These juices contribute to the vegetable component and are 
in high demand in schools across the country. There are three manufac-
turers and Mississippi is buying from two of them when product be-
comes available. When not available, schools will need to go back to 
offering traditional fresh vegetables such as carrot and celery sticks, cu-
cumber slices and tomatoes etc. to meet vegetable component requirements. 
  
The other exceptions are some nonfood items such as To Go bags, foil and wax wrappers, lids, and 
gloves. The demand is extremely high, and these items are slowly being shipped to the distributors. The 
gloves are another issue, being mostly made in China, are in high demand from not only the food indus-
try but also health care professionals and anyone that wants extra safety against the CoVid virus. A 
whole new group of workers are now using gloves, thus increasing demand, and decreasing supply. 
 
For more information from Pur-
chasing, check out the Purchas-
ing Notes available online 
at:  https://www.mdek12.org/
sites/default/files/documents/
OCN/purchasing %26 distribu-
tion/purchasing-notes-2020-
07.pdf   New products, USDA 
Foods, PMC Members, and oth-
er information.  
Bill Urban—MDE OCN 

  Thanks to Our Contributors! 

Valerie Weivoda – Lee County SD 

Louise McPhee – Meridian PSD 

Sarah Busby – Pascagoula-Gautier 

Patricia Allen – Greenville PSD 

Lolita Burton – Forrest CO SD 

Brad Barlow – Harrison CO SD 

Keba Laird – Clinton SD 

Shirley Price – Lincoln CO SD 

Bill Urban – MDE OCN 

Jeremy Berry – Lincoln CO SD 

Jimmy Buchannan—Copiah CO SD 

Lydia West – Consultant 

Alana Clinton – Dietetic Intern, 

Stony Brook University 

https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/OCN/purchasing%20%26%20distribution/purchasing-notes-2020-07.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/OCN/purchasing%20%26%20distribution/purchasing-notes-2020-07.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/OCN/purchasing%20%26%20distribution/purchasing-notes-2020-07.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/OCN/purchasing%20%26%20distribution/purchasing-notes-2020-07.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/OCN/purchasing%20%26%20distribution/purchasing-notes-2020-07.pdf
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Greetings All,  
 

The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) is soliciting sealed proposals for the 2019 
National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grants for School Food Authorities 
Second Round. 
 

Purpose: Purchasing standalone equipment needed to meet the nutritional standards as 
required by the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. 
 

Eligibility Criteria: Current participants with the NSLP and must have at least 50% of stu-
dents eligible for free or reduced priced meals.        
 

Awarding: There will be 24 grants available (proposals must be submitted by the organiza-
tion (public and non-publics) on behalf of each site applying for the grant award. No more 
than two (2) sites within an organization may apply. Priority levels will be assigned to previ-
ous awardees. 

 

The Request for Proposals may be accessed by potential offerors at www.mdek12.org  under the 
Public Notices section.  Written questions should be submitted to GOQUINE@mdek12.org by the 
deadline of August 18, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.   
Copies of all questions submitted and the responses will be posted to the MDE website at 
www.mdek12.org under the Public Notices section and will be available to the general public by Au-
gust 20, 2020.   

 

Sealed Proposals should be submitted to the following address based upon the delivery 
method used: 
 

Shipped to: 
(FedEx, UPS, etc.) 

Monique Corley 

Office of Procurement 
The Mississippi Department of Education 

2019 NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant for SFAs Second Round 

359 North West Street 
Jackson, MS 39201 

(DO NOT OPEN) 
 

Emailed to: 
RFXS@mdek12.org  

Subject: 2019 NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant for SFAs Second Round 
 

***Please be sure to carefully follow the instructions under the Supplemental Form A 
Required Elements Checklist on page 20.  
 

The deadline for receipt of proposals is on or before 5:00 p.m., Central Time (CT) on Octo-
ber 1, 2020. 

http://www.mdek12.org
mailto:GOQUINE@mdek12.org
http://www.mdek12.org
mailto:RFXS@mdek12.org
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National School Lunch Week 
 
The National School Lunch Program (NSLP) serves nearly 30 mil-
lion children every school day. President John F. Kennedy created 
National School Lunch Week (NSLW) in 1962 to promote the im-
portance of a healthy school lunch in a child’s life and the impact it 
has inside and outside of the classroom. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has without a doubt shown just how incredibly important school meals 
are for students and their families. 

During this annual weeklong celebration, SNA members and students 
around the country will find new ways to safely celebrate in their schools and districts with special menus, events, 
student activities and more.  The 2020 NSLW theme Now Playing: School Lunch! Will put a spotlight on hit menu 
items that kids love while capitalizing on the popularity of movies to appeal to students in all grade levels.  SNA’s 
#NSLW20 campaign offers the “big picture” of tools and resources, including downloadable artwork and social me-
dia tips, to help you plan a successful celebration in a new operating environment and promote your program to 
students, parents and the local community. 

Why participate in NSLW? 

Recognizing NSLW in your school and district helps you: 

Increase student participation 
Spread the message to parents that you’re serving healthy, delicious lunch at school 
Earn media coverage from local papers, TV stations and bloggers 
Connect with teachers and administrators at your school or in your district to spread the word that school meals are 
healthy and delicious 

What if the timing doesn’t work for us? 

NSLW 2020 is scheduled for October 12-16 by an act of Congress, but if your district is observing a holiday or 
teacher workday during that week you can celebrate the week before, the week after, or anytime—it’s up to you! 



 

 

Makeover for Mississippi Recipes for Success 
 
The Mississippi Recipes for Success (MRS) resources are in the process of being 
updated due to: 

new items that have been added to the bid such as the new cheese planks,  
MS 1117 Classic Coleslaw that uses the new bulk coleslaw dressing,  
new recipes such as MS 152 Southwest Chip and Dip and MS320 Pepperoni Calzone,  
items that have been deleted from the bid,  
updated critical control point information,  
as well as edits and corrections to existing recipes.  

 
The MRS online (https://mrs.mdek12.org/) portion of the re-
source is live, so child nutrition professionals have access to 
the most up-to-date recipes. Each recipe on MRS online has 
the most recent date that it was edited at the bottom of the 
recipe.  
There are also three highlighted recipes listed every month in 
the “Featured Recipe” section of the website: https://
mrs.mdek12.org/featured-recipes/   The “News and Updates” 
section has the latest information about the recipes: https://
mrs.mdek12.org/news/  

The same edits are being made to the recipes in the MRS data-
base.  That information will be made available as data down-
loads to school district when the process is complete.   
School districts also have the opportunity to help test recipes 
that will be added to the index. Please visit https://
www.mdek12.org/OCN/OP/MRS/MRS-Test-Recipes to see the 
list of recipes currently be tested, or email 
mrshelp@mdek12.org if you have ideas for new recipes or if 
you have any questions or concerns. 

Some of the recipes that have been tested recently: 
Unbreaded Buffalo Wings with different sauces in Lee County 
School District 
Beef-a-Roni with Beef Crumbles in Lincoln County School Dis-
trict 
Walking Taco, Turkey and Cheese Wrap, Tomato and Cucum-
ber Salad with Italian Dressing in DeSoto County School District  
(top pictures)) 
Unbreaded Buffalo Wings with different sauces, Ranch Pasta 
Salad, Southwest Chip and Dip, and Chicken Parmesan Sand-
wich in Wayne County School District (bottom pictures). 
Lydia West, RDN,  
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https://mrs.mdek12.org/
https://mrs.mdek12.org/featured-recipes/
https://mrs.mdek12.org/featured-recipes/
https://mrs.mdek12.org/news/
https://mrs.mdek12.org/news/
https://www.mdek12.org/OCN/OP/MRS/MRS-Test-Recipes
https://www.mdek12.org/OCN/OP/MRS/MRS-Test-Recipes
mailto:mrshelp@mdek12.org
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Please Support and Thank  

Our Sustaining Industry Members!!!! 

 

Alston Sory, Marketing Agents South   

Jarri  Vandiver, Affinity Paramount Group 

Chuck Ainsworth, SFSPac, Inc. 

Rick Leach, BakeCrafters 

Tim Simmons, The Wallin Group    

Mike Reed, TEMCO       

Ed VanCise, Prairie Farms Dairies  

Louis Crumbley, Crumbley Paper 

&Foodservice  

Wanda McDowell, Super Bakery  

Matt Henson, PMR      

Sara Martin, Merchants Company 

Bill Wolfe, Hotel & Restaurant Suppl  

Dave Grover, Grover Brothers  

Creighton Hardy, Interior Elements  

Donna Speed, The Dairy Alliance 

Michele McGowan, National Food Group 

Payton Steeley, Trident Beverages  

Becky Hill, Key Impact Sales 

Teri Brewer, Thermo Kool 

Mike Burke, Vulcan Equipment  

Mike Smith – Staffing Solutions  

Gina Dillon, Meals Plus 

Mary Ryan, Heartland School Systems 

Marshall Wolfe, Young Equipment  

Dee Early, Visual Solutions 

McCain Foods, Key Impact 

See the MSNA Sponsorship List on the Back 

Page! 

  

When you speak with our Sponsors and Sustaining 

industry Members, thank them for their support! 
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MSNA 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

2020—2021 

President 

Jeremy Berry…………...601-833-0490 

President Elect  

Jimmy Buc  hanan …….601-894-9411 

Vice President   

Keba Laird, RD, SNS...…..601-924-4002 

  Secretary 

Ashley Harris, RD, SNS…228--826-1757 

ext. 6    

Treasurer 

Wanda Brandon ………..601-857-5722 

Executive Secretary 

Editor 

Doris Schneider, RD……..601-826-0127 

E-mail:  msnaorg@gmaii.com 

Fascimile:   601-510-0034 

Web-site: www..schoolnutrition-ms.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

SNAMississippi   

 

October 

12-16, 2020 

SNA/MSNA 

National School 

Lunch Week 

 

April 15-17,2020 

51st MSNA Annual  

Conference 

BancorpSouth Arena and 

Conference Center 

Tupelo, MS  

 

July 11-13, 2021 

SNA Annual Conference 

Chicago, Illinois  

Mark These Dates on Your Calendar!!! 

MSNA GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE SUPPORT OF 

THESE INDUSTRY SPONSORS! 

MSNA PLATINUM SPONSORS 

SFSPAC, Inc.         Prairie Farms   

Total Equipment Maintenance Company, Inc.    

Crumbley Paper and Foodservice Company 

BakeCrafters 

MSNA SILVER SPONSOR 

PMR 

MSNA BRONZE SPONSORS 

Key Impact Sales           The Dairy Alliance 

https://www.facebook.com/SNAMississippi
https://www.facebook.com/SNAMississippi

